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Neptune Theatre Off to Never Never Land 



Actor Stephen Roberts sails through the air as Peter Pan yesterday during a media call at Neptune 
Theatre. The musical premieres Friday and runs through May 30 at Fountain Hall. Story, pagO 4 « 


Dedsion deferred on parking fee hike 


Council 
slapped 
on wrist 

Bureaucrat warns against more 
public criticism of municipal staff 


63-year-old 
wrong to 
be righted 

DESMOND The Nova Scotia 
government will apologize 
and grant a pardon to the 
late Viola Desmond, a 
black woman who was 
jailed and fined 63 years 
ago for sitting in the 
whites-only section of a 
segregated movie theatre 
in New Glasgow. 

Premier Darrell Dexter 
will be joined by the lieu- 
tenant-governor and his 
justice minister to grant 
the formal apology and 
pardon during a ceremony 
tomorrow. 

Dexter said yesterday 
the pardon is based on 
Desmond’s innocence and 
recognizes that a 
conviction was made in er¬ 
ror. 

“It’s an exercise of the 
royal prerogative of mercy 
and it looks to set aside an 
error that has taken place 
and to right a wrong,” he 
said outside the 
legislature. 

Dexter said it’s proper to 
recognize Desmond was a 
person who suffered dur¬ 
ing a time of racial intoler¬ 
ance. Dexter also said the 
province is considering 
the designation of a 
special day to commemo¬ 
rate Desmond, who died 

in 1965. THE CANADIAN PRESS 





On the web 


Visit metronews.ca 
for news updates 


REVENUE Regional council 
will wait another week to 
decide whether motorists 
will pay more to park in 
downtown Halifax and 
Dartmouth. 

Downtown Halifax Conn. 
Dawn Sloane told council 
last night the business com¬ 
munity hasn’t had enough 
time to evaluate the effect a 
proposed increase in park¬ 
ing meter rates will have on 
their businesses. 

Sloane requested the is¬ 
sue be deferred until coun¬ 
cil meets again April 20. 


“I’ve had several in¬ 
quiries from (businesses), 
and they’re a little worried 
that they weren’t given 
enough notice,” Sloane told 
council. “They had two 
days to actually absorb 
what this was going to do 
to their businesses.” 

Council approved the de¬ 
ferral in a narrow vote. 

A staff report recom¬ 
mends raising the parking 
meter rate by 50 cents per 
hour as of May 31. If ap¬ 
proved, parking for an hour 
in downtown Halifax 


would cost $2, and $1.50 in 
downtown Dartmouth. 

Council also voted to 
close several Visitor Infor¬ 
mation Centres in the ur¬ 
ban core and Sackville yes¬ 
terday. The closure is ex¬ 
pected to save the munici¬ 
pality $266,000 annually. 

H^ will also be expand¬ 
ing burial services in mu¬ 
nicipal cemeteries, which is 
expected to turn a $400,000 
annual cost into a $55,000 
to $100,000 source of rev¬ 
enue. ALEX BOUTILIER/ 

FOR METRO HALIFAX 


ALEX BOUTILIER 

for Metro Halifax 


HRM’s top bureaucrat told 
regional council in no un¬ 
certain terms yesterday to 
stop publicly criticizing 
municipal staff. 

In a tense pre-budget 
meeting yesterday morn¬ 
ing, chief administrative of¬ 
ficer Dan English told 
councillors some of their 
comments to the media 
has hurt employee morale 
and may foster dissent in 
the ranks. 

“Some of what has hap¬ 
pened in recent weeks has 
been unfair, unnecessaiy 
and inappropriate,” Eng¬ 
lish said inside council 
chambers. “I deserve bet¬ 
ter. My team deserves bet¬ 
ter. This organization de¬ 
serves better. And I expect 
better.” 

English said he wants 
council to treat staff with 
more respect while they 
discuss budget issues. 

“Just in terms of respect 
at the council table relative 
to talking about program 
and service levels, as op¬ 
posed to just talking about 
arbitraiy amounts of staff 
layoffs,” he told Metro af¬ 
terwards. 

The municipality is cur¬ 
rently facing a $32-million 
deficit for the 2010-11 fiscal 
year. One of the avenues 
HRM is considering to close 


the gap is service reduc¬ 
tions, which may have im¬ 
plications for staffing. 

English noted there is a 
process to address any con¬ 
cerns about HRM employ¬ 
ees or emplo 5 mient prac¬ 
tices — through his office. 

“To publicly criticize em¬ 
ployees outside of this 
process has significant con¬ 
sequences,” he said. “I will 
not quietly stand by as 
HRM’s administration and 
the role of the CAO is un¬ 
dermined.” 

Mayor Pe- 

Bbfc 3 snap in-cam- 
era discus- 
sion follow- 

Dan English English intro¬ 
duced. He 
said later all discussions of 
personnel issues are re¬ 
quired to be conducted be¬ 
hind closed doors. 

Kelly admitted the mu¬ 
nicipality’s projected 
deficit requires all avenues 
to be explored — including 
staff cuts. 

“(Staff cuts) will be the 
last area we want to go, but 
ultimately every stone will 
be unturned,” he said. “In 
these challenging econom¬ 
ic times, work force adjust¬ 
ments are ... often around. 
However, as indicated, this 
is a last resort of council.” 
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Liberals headed to Baddeck 

Cape Breton will be the centre of the Liberal party universe when the federal 
caucus gathers in Baddeck over three days for its annual summer caucus. Liber¬ 
al Leader Michael Ignatieff, MPs, senators and party officials will be setting the 
stage for what is expected to be a lively fall session of Parliament and likely lay¬ 
ing out aspects of the party's national platform at the summer caucus at 
Baddeck’s Inverary Inn from Aug. 30 to Sept. 1. metro Halifax 



Man handed DUI 
charges after car 
crashes into fence 

COLE HARBOUR A 21-year- 
old man is facing impaired 
driving charges after 
police say the car he was 
driving crashed into a resi¬ 
dence’s fence and a neigh¬ 
bour’s shed on Cathy Lane 
in Cole Harbour early yes¬ 
terday morning. 

Police say residents were 
woken around 3 a.m. 
because of the loud crash. 

According to police, resi¬ 
dents witnessed a man 
leaving a vehicle that had 
been encased in their 
fence and their neigh¬ 
bour’s shed. Police found 
and arrested a man a short 
time later on Flagstone 
Drive. 

The 21-year-old is 
charged with impaired 
driving, impaired opera¬ 
tion of a vehicle over 80 
mg and leaving the scene 
of a crash. He will appear 
in provincial court next 

month. SHELBY MCDONALD/ 

FOR METRO HALIFAX 


News in brief 


CHILD PORN A new law that 
took effect yesterday requires 
all Nova Scotians to report sus¬ 
pected child pornography. 

The provincial government 
says the intent is to help 
reduce the sexual exploitation 
of children. Anyone who 
comes across child porn must 
now contact the police. 

Officials say the law, first 
unveiled about two years ago, 
will protect people from retali¬ 
ation they could suffer for re¬ 
porting the material. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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BlOQS SpinDoctor won-_ 
ders if the second-rate j 
Helena Guergisscan- ^ 
dal means the 
Tories have lost con¬ 
trol of media 
narrative 



Sir Paul couldVe cost us millions 

Province was on hook to cover McCartney's $3.5 million concert fee 



Paul McCartney performs on the Halifax Common in this file photo taken from the Atlantica Hotel last July. The province spent 
$600,000 on advertising and logistical support for the concert. 


Nova Scotians learned yes¬ 
terday they would have 
been on the hook for $3.5 
million in fees to Paul Mc¬ 
Cartney if his concert on 
the Halifax Common last 
summer was a bust. 

Premier Darrell Dexter 
confirmed reports on The 
Coast website that the 
province made a guaran¬ 
tee to pay McCartney’s 
multimillion-dollar ap¬ 
pearance. 

Had the concert not sold 
enough tickets. Nova Sco¬ 
tia would have had to pay 
the bill on top of $600,000 
it had already spent on the 
event. That didn’t happen 
and the money was paid to 
McCartney from ticket 
profits. 

Yesterday Premier Dar¬ 
rell Dexter said the con¬ 
tract was signed by the 
previous government. He 
said promoter Harold 
MacKay’s Power Promo¬ 
tional Concepts asked the 
NDP for even more money 
in the summer. The gov¬ 
ernment declined. 

“We thought $600,000 as 
an investment was a lot of 
money for the province in 
any event, and the fact 
that the province was po¬ 
tentially on the hook for 


the $3.5-million guarantee, 
it seemed that we had far 
and away done the lion’s 
share for that particular 
promotion,” said Dexter. 

The municipality also 
kicked in $195,000. Of the 
provincial money, 

$300,000 was supposed to 


be repaid if ticket sales 
were high enough. 

That threshold was nev¬ 
er reached and sales data 
has not been made public. 

Dexter wouldn’t close 
the door on using public 
money to back private con¬ 
certs in the future. He said 


future proposals would 
have to undergo a cost- 
benefit analysis. 

“These are private ven¬ 
tures but they also have 
great spinoff for the broad¬ 
er community,” he said. 

“You don’t necessarily 
rule them out, but I think 


you would approach them 
very, very cautiously.” 

There is an event fund 
that developers can apply 
to. 

No applications were 
made for any of the con¬ 
certs on the Common this 
summer. 


Complaints against street hockey games 'frivolous': Estabrooks 


PlRB^Ball hockey is a part of the right 
t of growing up and the right of 
being on your own street.” 

I Transportation Minister Bill Estabrooks 


SPORTS Bill Estabrooks says 
recent complaints that 
prompted the RCMP to 
stop kids from pla 5 dng 
street hockey are “frivo¬ 
lous.” 

The province’s trans¬ 
portation minister re¬ 
sponded yesterday to local 
media reports of a Mountie 
who showed up at a 
woman's home last Thurs¬ 
day in Enfield and said her 
son and his buddies had to 
stop playing street hockey. 

“The kids that I know in 


the community, when they 
see you coming after they 
invite you to play for a mo¬ 
ment or two, they get out 
of the way,” he said. 

“It's a tradition in this 
countiy and it should be al¬ 
lowed to continue.” 

The woman, Debbie Jef¬ 


feries, said the officer indi¬ 
cated police had received 
complaints about the boys 
playing. 

Estabrooks said police 
are busy enough as it is 
and have more important 
things to do than stopping 
children from pla 5 dng 


hockey on the streets. 

“We get a lot of com¬ 
plaints as politicians and 
I'm sure the police do too,” 
Estabrooks told reporters 
at the legislature. “Ball 
hockey is a part of the 
right of growing up and 
the right of being on your 
own street.” 

While it's a common 
sight on suburban Canadi¬ 
an streets, the noise and 
public safety issues related 
to road hockey has created 
controversy in municipali¬ 


ties across the countiy. 

Last month, a Montreal- 
area man vowed to fight a 
$75 fine after a neighbour 
complained a group of 
adults and kids were play¬ 
ing street hockey loudly. 

In 2006, a proposed by¬ 
law that some feared could 
threaten street hockey in 
Halifax prompted Cole 
Harbour hockey star Sid¬ 
ney Crosby to send an 
email to Mayor Peter Kelly 
in support of the game. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Anti-McNeil site springs up as Liberal leader's post nears review 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mdeodcametronews.ca 


m 


POLITICS Stephen McNeil’s 
judgment day is still a 
month away but a move¬ 
ment to oust him as 
provincial Liberal leader 
has already kicked off. 

An anonymous site at 
www.leadershipreview.ca 
makes a not-so-subtle case 


for Liberal members to 
vote against McNeil at his 
May leadership review. 

The website posts vari¬ 
ous negative news clip¬ 
pings about the leader, 
shows some statistics on 
how party support hasn’t 
grown since he took over, 
and asks questions like 
“Do you think McNeil can 
win the next election?” 

McNeil took the site in 



one of 


stride yes¬ 
terday and 
said he is 
looking for¬ 
ward to the 
review. 

“I knew 
not eveiy- 
one was go¬ 
ing to be 
supporting 
me. That’s 
the challenges 


when you’re the leader of 
any organization,” he said. 

McNeil pointed out the 
site was anon 5 mious and 
could have just been one 
person. “It’s no different 
than people posting com¬ 
ments on articles with not 
putting their own name to 
them. I give veiy little cre¬ 
dence to them,” he said. 

“If they really have a 
challenge with my leader¬ 


ship, a problem with it, I 
expect them to come for¬ 
ward.” 

Party members from 
across the province can 
send in ballots saying they 
do or do not support Mc¬ 
Neil. They will be tallied at 
the Liberal AGM on the 
weekend of May 14. Mc¬ 
Neil has not said what ap¬ 
proval rating he considers 
satisfactoiy. 






















Wednesday, April 14,2010 


metronews.ca 


metro 


Charges laid after contraband smokes seized 

A 63-year-old man is facing charges after police searched a residence on Union Street in Pictou and say they found about 5,400 contraband ciga¬ 
rettes and cigars. The Pictou man is facing charges under the Excise Act and Provincial Revenue Act. He'll appear in court in June, metro Halifax 


local 3 


250 spaces added to NSCC 


$2M investment going to high-demand programs 



Electronic engineering student Keegan Gingell uses an oscilloscope as he works on an FM radio at 
the NSCC Institute of Technology campus yesterday. The province announced $2 million in funding 
yesterday to increase the capacity of high-demand programs at NSCC. 


PHILIP CROUCHER 

phiiip.croucher® metronews.ca 


Joan McArthur-Blair refers 
to it as a beginning step. 

The president of the Nova 
Scotia Community College 
was on hand at the school’s 
Institute of Technology 
campus in north-end Hali¬ 
fax yesterday as Premier 
Darrell Dexter announced 
his government was adding 
250 spaces for students at 
NSCC campuses across the 
province at a cost of $2 mil¬ 
lion. 

“We have about 2,500 No¬ 
va Scotians ourently on our 
wait list — and so this is in¬ 
cremental,” McArthur-Blair 
said after the noontime an¬ 
nouncement. “It’s a begin¬ 
ning to look at the ways in 
which we dissolve that wait 
hst and how we understand 
about getting more and 
more Nova Scotians into 
the college.” 

No definitive decision has 
been made on where the 
new spaces for students will 
go, but McArthur-Blair said 
it would be for “high-de¬ 
mand areas” of employ¬ 
ment. 

She said those fields in¬ 
clude the health sector, hu¬ 
man-service areas, and 
trades and technology. 

To help bring this point 
home, yesterday’s an¬ 
nouncement attended by 


Dexter and Education Min¬ 
ister Mariljm More took 
place inside an IT classroom 
for the electronic engineer 
technicians program. 

“It’s really targeted pro¬ 
gramming at those high-de¬ 
mand areas where this is 
both the student demand 
and the employer demand,” 


McArthur-Blair said. “So 
we’re being very targeted 
with these 250 seats.” 

For the 2009-10 academic 
year, 10,959 full-time stu¬ 
dents are enrolled in certifi¬ 
cate or diploma programs 
at one of NSCC’s 13 campus¬ 
es across the province. 

Dexter said this an¬ 


nouncement by his NDP 
government fulfils a cam¬ 
paign commitment and 
helps grow the Nova Scotia 
economy and create secure 
jobs. 

“An investment in NSCC 
is a good investment is No¬ 
va Scotia’s future,” Dexter 
told those in attendance. 


Conservatives proposing fixed election dates 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paui.mcieodQ metronews.ca 


POLITICS The idea of fixed 
election dates is once again 
being floated in Nova Sco¬ 
tia. 

The Progressive Conser¬ 
vatives are proposing a law 
to set election dates on the 
first Tuesday in October 
eveiy fourth year. 

There were a few raised 
eyebrows from Liberals, 


who had 
proposed a 
bill last year 
that would 
do the exact 
same thing, 
only with 
the date two 



weeks later. Karen Casey 
Opposi¬ 
tion parties argue that fix¬ 
ing the date would bring 
stability to the system, 
help governments in their 
long-term planning and 


give voters the conven¬ 
ience of a reliable election 
date. 

But any electoral reform 
would have to be accepted 
by the NDP and Premier 
Darrell Dexter said yester¬ 
day he prefers the tradi¬ 
tional parliamentaiy sys¬ 
tem. 

“My view of this is that 
fixed election dates have 
been less successful than 
people thought that they 
might be,” he said. 


“In fact, what they have 
done is essentially led us 
down the road to a kind of 
U.S.-style electioneering 
where you actually have 
elections that go on for 
months and almost years 
with eveiyone fixed on a 
particular date.” 

Toiy interim leader 
Karen Casey said she didn’t 
buy that argument, sajdng 
pre-election campaigns al¬ 
ready stretch out for 
months in Canada. 


Coyote bounty looks more 
certain as decision looms 


WILDLIFE A bounty on coy¬ 
ote pelts in Nova Scotia is 
looking more likely, with a 
final decision coming by Fri¬ 
day. 

Natural Resources Minis¬ 
ter John MacDonell indicat¬ 
ed yesterday he’s leaning to¬ 
wards a bounty and said he 
just wants to speak to an an¬ 
imal-behaviour specialist 
before making the final call. 

“I’ve heard nothing that 
makes me think I could be 
going down the wrong road 
on this,” he told reporters at 
Province House. 

Coyotes can already be 
shot all year round but 
there hasn’t been a bounty 


since the mid-1980s. A pre¬ 
vious bounty from 1982 to 
’86 was discontinued be¬ 
cause it was seen as ineffec¬ 
tive. 

MacDonell said the price 
for a pelt wouldn’t be above 
the $20 mark set by 
Saskatchewan’s recent 
bounty. But exactly how the 
system would work isn’t yet 
clear. 

“We haven’t fleshed that 
out,” MacDonell said. 

“I think the place where 
we’re at is we’re more inter¬ 
ested in having this done 
through the trapper’s asso¬ 
ciation.” 

PAUL MCLEOD/METRO HALIFAX 


MLAs to see reduction in 
pension benefits: Minister 


CHANGES Provincial politi¬ 
cians will see a decrease in 
their pension benefits to 
put them in line with all 
other civil servants. 

On budget day. Finance 
Minister Graham Steele re¬ 
vealed he was cutting 
some benefits to restore 
the badly underfunded 
public-service pension 
plan to health. 

Yesterday, he revealed 
MLAs will have all of those 
changes apply to them as 
well, minus a minimum re¬ 
tirement limit. 

“ft seemed to us that it is 
simply fair that whatever 
changes are being made to 
the public-service plan 
should also apply to 


'It is simply fair that 
whatever changes 
are being made to 
the public-service 
plan should also 
apply to MLAs.” 
Finance Minister 
Graham Steele 

MLAs,” he said. 

There actually is no sepa¬ 
rate MLA fund, but if in¬ 
dexing gets cut down for 
civil-servant pensions be¬ 
cause of future problems 
with funding, those cuts 
will also apply to MLAs. 

PAUL MCLEOD/METRO HALIFAX 


New ferry possible in ’ll: Official 


YARMOUTH The manager of 
the Port of Yarmouth says 
the prospects are good for a 
ferry service next year to 
New England. 

Dave Whiting says there 
are five interested parties, 
including Bay Ferries, look¬ 
ing at an alternative service 
to the Cat ferry. 

The operators of the Cat 
ferry to Maine announced 
in December that they were 
shutting down the service 
after the provincial govern¬ 
ment refused to provide any 
more subsidies. 


Whiting says everyone in¬ 
volved is waiting to hear 
from Transport Canada on 
the terms on the ferry ter¬ 
minal. Local officials are 
looking to take ownership 
of the terminal and Whit¬ 
ing says they first need to 
know when Transport 
Canada will begin the 
process of divestiture. 

Whiting says once the de¬ 
tails are clear, then comes 
the issue of funding for a 
ferry service after proposals 
are in hand. 
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Colchester woman dies at 106 

Quite possibly the oldest Colchester County resident has died. Sadie Agnes MacPherson was 106 when she passed away on Friday. Born in North Sydney, she called Truro 
home for more than 25 years. MacPherson's obituary said she “enjoyed her birthday parties, beautiful dresses and her hair always perfectly done.” truro daily news 


Call-centre layoffs 
nixed as company 
signs agreement 


LABOUR It appears that 
looming layoffs at a Cape 
Breton call centre have 
been averted. 

The company, Aditya Bir- 
la Minacs, has signed a 
contract with one of Cana¬ 
da’s largest banks, allow¬ 
ing it to continue employ¬ 
ing 200 workers. 

Letters were sent to em¬ 
ployees just last week say¬ 
ing that operations would 
wind down April 30 for 


lack of clients. 

Billy Joe MacLean, the 
mayor of Port Hawkesbuiy, 
says it’s great news be¬ 
cause the company is a 
huge part of the communi¬ 
ty. 

MacLean says he and the 
area’s legislature member 
plan to meet with provin¬ 
cial officials soon to help 
secure a long-term agree¬ 
ment. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


News in brief 


INVESTIGATION Police are 
looking for two young males 
after two youths were robbed 
on Monday night in Fairview. 
Halifax Regional Police say the 
incident took place at 6:45 p.m. 
on Gesner Street near Main Av¬ 
enue. Police say two male 
youths were walking in the 
area when two other males ap¬ 
proached them and demanded 
they give up what they had on 
them. Police say one victim 
had two cellphones taken, 
while the other male youth 
was robbed of his cellphone 
and wallet. No weapons were 
at the scene, police say, and 
neither victim was hurt. Police 
describe the suspects as being 
in their late teens. 
INFRACTIONS Police slapped 
34 people with tickets for using 
a cellphone while driving last 


month as part of a specific fo¬ 
cus by HRM traffic officers to 
make sure motorists were 
obeying the law. As well last 
month, the Halifax Regional 
Police/RCMP Integrated Traffic 
Unit issued 77 tickets for not 
using daytime running lights. 
This month, the unit is 
focusing on vehicle safety com¬ 
pliance, as daytime 
checkpoints will be conducted. 
CLOSURE The Marion Bridge 
highway was closed yesterday 
morning after Cape Breton Re¬ 
gional Police reported a single¬ 
vehicle accident on Highway 
327 at the intersection of Cari¬ 
bou Marsh Road. Police say a 
vehicle struck a power pole at 
around 8:30 a.m., causing 
power lines to fall across the 
road. 
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Actors, from left, Jonathan Logan, Heidi Ford, Blair Irwin and Nathaniel Dooks surround the family 
dog Nana during the media call for Peter Pan at the Neptune Theatre yesterday. The musical 
premieres Friday and runs through May 30 . 


Peter Pan will fly again. 

The beloved fairy tale is 
coming to life thanks to di¬ 
rector George Pothitos and 
the Neptune Theatre. Peter 
Pan, the play, takes to the 
stage from Friday through 
May 30 and will end a Nep¬ 
tune season Pothitos has 
referred to as one based on 
hope. 

Pothitos, in his second 
year as artistic director at 
Neptune, said he’s been 
planning to put this large 
production on the Nep¬ 
tune stage for over a year 
and a half 

“It was extremely hard 
but very joyous because 
there are a lot of elements 
to put together because it’s 
a musical,” Pothitos said 
about getting this sure-fire 
box-office hit off the 
ground. “It was daunting 
but we started early with 
the visions and designs.” 

When it comes to the 
play Peter Pan, Pothitos 
has a message for people 
going to the show. He 
wants the audience to for¬ 
get about any daily worries 
and get lost in the fantasy 
musical journey the pro¬ 
duction provides. 

“We all need to tap into 
our childhood memories, 
just to connect us with our 
past and the joyous memo¬ 
ries,” he said. 

“Not to take us back and 
forget where we are, but 
just to remind us of our 
childhood and how we 
were and how we are 
now.” 

Stephen Roberts grew up 
watching Disney’s Peter 
Pan but never thought he’d 
be starring as the titled 
character of the play at 25. 

“It’s amazing... The actu¬ 


al role itself is so involved 
that makes it crazy fun in 
itself,” Roberts said after 
yesterday’s media launch. 
“There is so much to it that 
makes it such a challenge, 
which is awesome.” 

Roberts is a graduate of 
the three-year theatre 
diploma program at Sheri¬ 
dan College in Ontario. He 


Starts Friday 

• Peter Pan premieres Fri¬ 
day and runs through May 
30 at Neptune Theatre’s 
Fountain Hall. For tickets, 
visit neptunetheatre.com. 

has also been gymnastical¬ 
ly trained, which helps 


make Peter Pan truly come 
to life as Roberts does 
many acrobatic moves on 
stage. 

“It keeps you in touch 
with your imagination,” he 
said. “It will touch on peo¬ 
ple’s childhood — what 
they have lost or what they 
have kept or how they can 
keep it alive.” 



Peter Pan 


SHELBY MCDONALD 

for Metro Halifax 


play set to soar 


Fight’s on to relocate tire recycling plant 


LAW A northern Nova Sco¬ 
tia municipality is launch¬ 
ing a legal fight to have a 
tire recycling plant located 
in its area. 

The Municipality of the 
District of Guysborough 
filed a notice of action yes¬ 
terday asking the Supreme 
Court of Nova Scotia to 


overturn a decision award¬ 
ing a tire recycling con¬ 
tract to a Halifax company. 

The case against the 
province’s Resource Recov- 
eiy Fund Board, a non-prof¬ 
it body, states that it made 
“serious errors” in award¬ 
ing the contract to Halifax 
C&D Recycling Ltd. 


The municipality is also 
seeking damages and 
costs, and wants to find 
out why it didn’t win. 

Guysborough proposed 
to put the recycling plant 
at its existing waste man¬ 
agement facility near Lin- 
colnville. 

The warden says the mu¬ 


nicipality had the best 
business plan with the low¬ 
est bid and would have 
provided needed jobs in 
the area. 

A spokesman with the 
board said he couldn't 
comment on the matter 
since it is before the 

courts. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Forces chopper makes emergency landing 


order to ensure the safety of the crew, 
their procedures say for them to land.” 

Mike Bonin, 

Search and Rescue Centre spokesman 


MILITARY A Canadian Forces 
Cormorant helicopter with 
six people on board was 
forced to make an emer¬ 
gency landing in Nova Sco¬ 
tia early yesterday. 

Mike Bonin, a 
spokesman for the Search 
and Rescue Centre, said 
the chopper set down in a 
ball field near Christmas 
Island shortly after mid¬ 


night. 

“The indicator lights told 
them it was a clogged fuel 
filter,” said Bonin. 


“In order to ensure the 
safety of the crew, their 
procedures say for them to 
land.” 


There were no injuries 
and the helicopter landing 
area was secured. 

Bonin said a mobile re¬ 
pair team was on its way to 
get the crew airborne 
again. 

The chopper, out of CFB 
Greenwood in the Annapo¬ 
lis Valley, was on a routine 
training flight. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Man’s stem cells used to repair his failing heart 

In what's said to be a Canadian “first," Montreal researchers have used a patient's own stem cells to help repair his heart during open-heart bypass surgery. 
Doctors removed bone marrow from the man's hip, purified it to isolate the stem cells, then injected them directly into his failing heart, the Canadian press 
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That’s ’D’ as in delays, Ottawa 


The prime minister’s bureaucrats get a below-average "D” grade for the 
way they handle information requests from the public. Federal informa¬ 
tion commissioner Suzanne Legault gave the Privy Council Office the “D” 
for delays that stymie information requesters. Access to Information 
requests are supposed to be answered within 30 days, but many agencies 
average several months. the Canadian press 


Is this a room 
with a due? 

It may be key in Guergis case 


Is a room across from the 
offices of disgraced Helena 
Guergis at the centre of 
allegations against 
her? 

Rahim Jaffer’s 
business partner 
and friend says it 
may well be. 

Patrick Glemaud 
said he stopped in 
to see Jaffer, Guer¬ 
gis's husband, a few 
times in late 2008 
as he sorted 
through boxes and 
papers in the tight room in 
Parliament Hill’s Gonfeder- 
ation Building. 

After he was defeated in 
the October 2008 election, 
Jaffer used the office near 
his wife’s for storage. 


Glemaud said the room 
was not somewhere that 
Jaffer would have done 
business, and it 
predated his 
work at their 
company. Green 
Power Genera¬ 
tion. 

Guergis, who 
held a secretaiy 
of state’s position 
before she was 
ejected from gov¬ 
ernment, con¬ 
firmed in an 
email that Jaffer had used 
one of her offices. 

“He had 12 years of pa¬ 
per and wanted to shred it 
all. He used a space to do 
this and only this,” Guergis 

said. THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Rahim Jaffer 


Apollo heroes Houston, we have no problem 



A Canadian team that helped ensure Apollo 13 got back to Earth safely 40 years ago is 
honoured by the Canadian Air and Space Museum yesterday. Ben Etkin, left, Barry French, cen¬ 
tre, and Phil Sullivan hold their awards in Toronto. The trio was part of a team that had four 
hours to make critical calculations that led to the ailing spacecraft landing safely. “We had to 
guesstimate things," said French. One of the awards was the slide rule used in the calculations. 


Provinces’ 
differences 
not so healthy 

PROVINCES A new study 
shows big differences in 
health-care spending 
across the country. 

Some provinces spend 
hundreds of dollars more 
per capita than others. 

Toronto-based Dale Orr 
Economic Insight says the 
highest per capita spenders 
are Newfoundland and 
Labrador at $4,490, and 
Saskatchewan and 
Alberta at just over $4,400 

each. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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The ready for prime-time players 



Paul 

Sullivan 


metronews.ca/thewestview 


TheWestVifc 




s it time to move on 
yet? The pundits have 
shifted through the 
mountain of ashes, all 
that remains of the 
parliamentary careers of 
Helena Guergis and her 
partner in hubris, Rahim 
Jaffer. 

It’s a grim spectacle, not 
suitable for children and 
voters with weak stom¬ 
achs. Definitely time to 


move on. 

To the sequel: The Hele¬ 
na and Rahim Reality 
Show. If this were America, 
they would have already 
signed with Fox or A&E. 

All the elements for ter¬ 
rific TV are in place. If I 
were spinning the concept. 
I’d move the charming cou¬ 
ple to Charlottetown, P.E.I., 
where they open a laundry 
and tiy to explain to Rick 
Mercer how they managed 
to scorch all his shirt col¬ 
lars. After Helena seriously 
pissed off the good people 
of the island by calling it a 
hellhole, they need an 
armed escort to get to and 
from work. Fortunately, 
they are able to hire Hele¬ 
na’s ex-parliamentary 


''Although there have been a number of 
well-meaning attempts to characterize 
the Jaffer/Guergis fall from grace as a 
tragedy, it’s more Dog the Bounty Hunter 
than Antony and Cleopatra.” 


chauffer, who says he al¬ 
ready has lots of experi¬ 
ence driving Rahim around 
when Helena is stuck at 
work. 

The main plot driver, 
though, is the weekly at¬ 
tempt by Rahim to get any¬ 
one from the government 
to answer his calls from a 
pay phone near the laun- 
diy. (No more taxpayer- 
funded BlackBeriy). Of 
course, no one ever an¬ 


swers, which puts his lob¬ 
bying business in jeopardy. 

It’s better than Corner 
Gas because it’s “real.” Just 
like Gene Simmons. Or 
Sarah Palin. Each week, 
Helena could take viewers 
to a P.E.I. tourist attrac¬ 
tion: Cavendish Beach, the 
Anne of Green Gables Mu¬ 
seum, Cavendish Beach, 
the Anne of Green Gables 
Museum ... she would look 
kinda fetching in those red 


pigtails. 

Although there have 
been a number of well- 
meaning attempts to char¬ 
acterize the Jaffer/Guergis 
fall from grace as a 
tragedy, it’s more Dog the 
Bounty Hunter than 
Antony and Cleopatra. Un¬ 
like other great Canadian 
power failures like Belinda 
Stronach and Peter MacK- 
ay, or even Pierre and Mar¬ 
garet, Helena and Rahim 
didn’t have very far to fall. 
Rahim, notorious for al¬ 
lowing his assistant to im¬ 
personate him on a talk 
show, was already halfway 
down. And Helena, despite 
the promise shown by her 
triumphant victoiy in the 
1992 Miss Huronia beauty 


pageant, has no subse¬ 
quent track record to 
speak of — which didn’t 
prevent the prime minister 
from tiying to exploit her 
photogenic attributes by 
positioning her as his back¬ 
drop during question peri¬ 
od. 

But in the 21st centuiy, 
notoriety is just another 
word for celebrity, and 
celebrities, no matter how 
Lilliputian, have the real 
power. Just ask Harper, 
who’s having a tough time 
getting Helena Guergis off 
the screen now that’s she’s 
in the spotlight. 


Paul Sullivan is a Vancouver-based journalist 
and owner of Sullivan Media Consulting; 
vancouverlettersQ metronews.ca. 


Word on the street: Who do you think will win the Stanley Cup? 


Ishan 

Junus 

Dartmouth 


Kristen 

Berglund 

Dartmouth 


Brian 

Mestre 

Musquodoboit 


Aya 

Mansour 

Ottawa 


Patrick 

Huynh 

Edmonton 


Amy 

Walker 

Victoria 


Harbour 



A: I don’t even 
know who’s in it. I 
don’t even watch. 
Team Canada won 
in the Olympics — I 
know that. 


A: Vancouver 
Canucks because 
Henrik Sedin’s on a 
roll right now. 
They’ve got Bur¬ 
rows scoring goals, 
Samuelsson scoring 
goals. It’s just a bit 


A: Pittsburgh for 
sure. They’re a pret¬ 
ty strong team. 


A: Ottawa Senators. 
I think they’re a 
good team. I give 
’em a shot. 


A: San Jose because 
they are due for a 
long playoff run. 
Marleau, Thornton 
and Heatley all won 
a gold medal, so it’s 
their time to shine. 


A: The Canucks, be¬ 
cause (Roberto) Lu- 
ongo’s going to get 
his act together. 
He’s going to get 
off his Olympic 
hangover, and be¬ 
cause of Henrik 
Sedin. 
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Man gets jail, caning for assaulting wife after she refused sex 

A court sentenced a Malaysian man to six years in prison and ordered him to be caned 
after he splashed acid on his wife for refusing to have sex with him. the associated press 
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If you EVER Find a LowgLBate 
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Global effort urged 
for nuclear security 


The 47 nations at U.S. 
President Barack Obama’s 
Nuclear Security Summit 
agreed yesterday that all 
countries are responsible 
for safeguarding nuclear 
weapons and materials 
and keeping them out of 
terrorists’ hands, citing a 
new reality in which terror 
concerns outweigh 
worries about attacks by 
nuclear powers. 

A communique also di¬ 
rects the global community 
to work in concert against 
the sale or theft of nuclear 
materials, with nations co¬ 
operating more deeply 
with the United Nations 
and its watchdog arm, the 


International Atomic Ener¬ 
gy Agency. The final docu¬ 
ment closes the two-day 
gathering that was called 
by Obama to focus world 
attention on the dangers of 
terrorists obtaining nuclear 
materials. 

Addressing the confer¬ 
ence, Obama framed the 
problem as a “cruel irony 
of histoiy” — nuclear dan¬ 
gers on the rise, even after 
the end of the Cold War 
and decades of fear stoked 
by a U.S.-Soviet arms race. 
A terrorist group in posses¬ 
sion of plutonium no big¬ 
ger than an apple could 
detonate a device capable 
of inflicting hundreds of 


thousands of casualties, he 
said. 

“Terrorist networks such 
as al-Qaida have tried to ac¬ 
quire the material for a nu¬ 
clear weapon, and if they 
ever succeeded, they would 
surely use it,” he said. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 




AFGHANISTAN A gunman lying 
in wait shot and killed an 18- 
year-old woman as she left her 
job at a U.S.-based 
development company in Kan¬ 
dahar yesterday, casting a spot¬ 
light on a stepped-up 
campaign of Taliban intimida¬ 
tion against women. Although 
there was no claim of responsi¬ 
bility and police said the 
motive for the attack was un¬ 
clear, Taliban militants have 
been particularly harsh with 
women who work for foreign 
organizations or attend school. 
CHINA A series of strong earth¬ 
quakes struck China's western 
Qinghai province late 
yesterday, the U.S. Geological 
Survey said. There were no im¬ 
mediate reports of casualties, 
though witnesses described 
houses quickly crumbling. The 
uses reported that a 
magnitude 6.9 temblor struck, 
and was followed by two 
1 quakes in the same region. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


India Holy water 


Devotees bathe in the River Ganges, holy to Hindus, during the 
Kumbh Mela in Haridwar, India, yesterday. Hindus bathe in the 
river with the belief that it will cleanse them of their sins and 
free them from the cycle of life and rebirth. 


News in brief 


Can tragedy bring adversaries closer? 


POLAND The plane crash in 
Russia that killed the Polish 
president and a long list of 
notable Poles has brought a 
sudden rush of warm feel¬ 
ings between two nations 
whose relations have been 
fraught with historical ha¬ 
treds. 

In Russia, the normally 
stoic Vladimir Putin has set 
the tone with an outpour¬ 
ing of emotion, while 
Poland has been deeply 
moved by the gestures of 
sympathy from a countiy 


Thousands mourn 

• Thousands of grieving 
mourners tossed flowers at 
a slow-moving hearse or 
joined an enormous view¬ 
ing line in Warsaw yester¬ 
day to pay their respects to 
Polish President Lech 
Kaezynski and his wife. 

that had long tried to subju¬ 
gate it. In a significant step, 
a Russian state television 
network on Sunday night 


aired Kat 5 m, a celebrated 
Polish film about a Second 
World War-era Soviet mas¬ 
sacre that looms large in 
Polish memoiy. For decades 
the Soviet Union denied re¬ 
sponsibility, and even today 
many Russians know little 
about the killings. 

Closer political ties still 
seem far off, but Poland’s 
foreign minister, long suspi¬ 
cious of Russia’s intentions, 
made clear the tragic plane 
crash also offers an opportu¬ 
nity. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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China rejects currency changes 

Chinese President Hu Jintao rebuffed U.S. calls to re-value China's currency, telling President Barack Obama that any tinkering 
with the yuan will be done by Beijing in accord with domestic interests, Chinese officials said yesterday, the associated press 
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Twitter to 
add ads 

ONLINE Twitter announced 
yesterday that it is intro¬ 
ducing advertising, allow¬ 
ing companies to pay to 
have their messages show 
up first in searches on its 
site. 

Twitter has grown 
quickly in popularity since 
it started in 2006, with 
celebrities such as Oprah 
Winfrey and Ashton 
Kutcher “tweeting” 
messages of 140 
characters or less 
alongside eveiyday users. 

Twitter has been making 
an undisclosed amount of 
money by providing 
Google Inc. and Microsoft 
Corp. with access to mes¬ 
sages for their search en¬ 
gines. 

Many people expected 
Twitter would eventually 
introduce advertising. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Adult Lusty Lady's last dance 



Retired dancer and current employee Virginia (Candy Girl) Ler- 
roy laughs as she shows off the iconic marquee of the Lusty La¬ 
dy in Seattle Monday. The nude peep show near the Pike Place 
Market known for the naughty puns on its marquee, is closing. 
The adult business also is known for being female-owned and 
sharing profits with the dancers. 


Foreign ownership 
a threat, says CRTC 


Canada's federal regulator 
has come out strongly 
against foreign control of 
the country's telecom sec¬ 
tor. 

CRTC chairman Konrad 
von Finckenstein told a 
House of Commons com¬ 
mittee yesterday that for¬ 
eigners should be restricted 
to a maximum 49 per cent 
of controlling shares in any 
telecommunications firm. 


Business in brief 


HOUSING The New Housing 
Price Index rose 0.1 per cent in 
February following a 0.4 per 
cent increase in January. 
Statistics Canada reports prices 
rose in 14 of 21 metropolitan 


“If you don’t do this... we 
will have a branch plant 
communications industiy,” 
he said. 

The Canadian Radio-tele- 
vision and Telecommunica¬ 
tions Commission head was 
testifying on a proposal in 
last month’s throne speech 
that would see the govern¬ 
ment “open Canada’s doors 
further to venture capital 
and to foreign investment” 


areas between January and 
February. Prices increased the 
most in Regina (up two per 
cent), followed by Winnipeg 
and London (both up 1.9). 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


in “satellite and telecom¬ 
munications industries.” 

But von Finckenstein said 
it was not possible to allow 
foreign ownership rules to 
relax on the telecoms with¬ 
out opening up Canada’s 
broadcasters — the cultural¬ 
ly sensitive content part of 
the sector — as well. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Slammers beat Crushers to win Kent Cup 

The Woodstock Slammers captured the Maritime Junior A Hockey League's Kent Cup last night in New Brunswick. The 
Slammers dumped the Pictou County Weeks Crushers 6-1 to take the best-of-seven final 4-1. metro Halifax 
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Abeltshauser excelling 

Konrad Abeltshauser is putting together a strong tournament 
at the second-level IIHF world under-18 championship in 
Poland. The Halifax Mooseheads rookie is the highest scoring 
defenceman at the event with a goal and three assists, as well 
as a plus -7 rating, in two games. metro Halifax 


EDITOR: DON.MCHOULL^METRONEWS.CA 


%ir Canada’ hopes to shine 

Rainmen forward Crookshankis hungry for a championship 



Eric Crookshank averaged 14.4 points, 13.O rebounds and 1.6 
blocks for the Rainmen in 19 games this season. 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(ametronews.ca 


From the day Eric 
Crookshank touched down 
in Halifax, he’s been talk¬ 
ing about winning a cham¬ 
pionship. 

After 2 1/2 years and 62 
games in a Halifax Rain¬ 
men jersey — a stretch in 
which the high-flying Cali¬ 
fornian has played a vital 
role in establishing the 
franchise as one of the 
hottest tickets in town — 
he’s finally getting his op¬ 
portunity. 

“I’m hungry,” Crook¬ 
shank said. 

“The first year, there was 
really no structure for the 
playoffs. Last year, we were 
knockin’ on the door and 
couldn’t get in. This year, 
we got in at the last 
minute. I’m blown away.” 

With the six-foot-seven 
Crookshank playing the 
best basketball of his ca¬ 
reer, the fourth-seeded 
Rainmen host the first- 
place Lawton-Fort Sill Cav¬ 
alry tomorrow at 7 p.m. at 
the Metro Centre in Game 
1 of the Premier Basketball 
League best-of-three semi¬ 
final. It’s the first playoff 
game in Rainmen history. 

The Rainmen missed the 
PBL playoffs last year and 
quit the American Basket¬ 
ball Association in 2007-08 
before the post-season be¬ 
gan. 

The Cavaliy are a formi¬ 
dable foe, but the Rainmen 
are one of just two teams 


that have managed to beat 
the former Continental 
Basketball Association 
powerhouse. 

Both the PBL semifinal 
and final are best-of-three 
series. 

“All we have to do is win 
four out of six games to 
win a championship,” 
Crookshank said. 

“That’s all you’ve got to 
do. We can do that.” 

The 31-year-old has been 
unofficially anointed the 
Rainmen’s team MVP by 
owner Andre Levingston 
after averaging 14.4 points. 


13.0 rebounds and 1.6 
blocks in 19 games this 
season. It’s no secret 
Crookshank — self-dubbed 
Air Canada — relishes the 
spotlight. 

It will be certainly cen¬ 
tred on him more than 
ever before when the 
opening tip-off goes up to¬ 
morrow. 

“Eveiy possession counts 
in the playoffs,” Crook¬ 
shank said. 

“This is what I like: the 
bright lights. When the 
lights are bright, I per¬ 
form.” 


Gallimore could 
be out for Game 1 

INJURY The Halifax 
Rainmen are expecting to 
be a man short when the 
Premier Basketball League 
playoffs open tomorrow. 

Reserve guard Gariy Gal¬ 
limore, one of the team’s 
key defensive stoppers 
who averaged 6.0 points 
and 2.0 rebounds per 
game off the bench, will 
likely be sidelined with a 
twisted ankle. 

“It’s not looking good 
for him, 
barring two 
really good 
days of 
treatment,” 
said 

Rainmen 
head coach 
Les Berry. 

Berry said 
backup 
point guard 
Eric Gilchrese is likely to 
dress despite a 
bothersome hamstring in- 
juiy. But he’ll be used 
sparingly in relief of red- 
hot starter Gaiy Ervin. 

Injured all-star guard 
Tony Bennett (Achilles) 
and reserve small forward 
Jevohn Shepherd (ankle) 
have been limited in prac¬ 
tice for the past week but 
are expected to play 
tomorrow. 

The Rainmen would 
have 10 players available 
to dress with Gallimore 
out of the lineup. 

MATTHEW WUEST 
/METRO HALIFAX 
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Canada upset by Swiss at U-18 tournannent 


HOCKEY Guy Carbonneau is 
hoping to turn a disap¬ 
pointing loss to Switzer¬ 
land into a motivational 
tool for his Canadian team 
at the IIHF world under-18 
championship in Belarus. 

The Canadians were up¬ 
set 3-1 by the Swiss yester¬ 
day in their first prelimi¬ 
nary round game of the an¬ 
nual hockey tournament. 

“It's a bump in the road 
and hopefully we can find 
a way to get back,” said 
Carbonneau, the Canadian 
head coach. 

“Sometimes that's what 
you need — a good ass- 
kicking to get you going.” 

Halifax Mooseheads for¬ 
ward Gabriel Desjardins, a 
rotating alternate captain 


for Canada, was held off 
the scoresheet and had one 
shot in the 
loss. 

“Today we 
tried to play 
on our skills 
instead of 
just a lot of 
hard work 
and we got 
caught,” 

Carbonneau 
said. 

In the other early game 
yesterday, Finland ham¬ 
mered Latvia 7-2. At night, 
Sweden knocked off the 
U.S. 4-2 and Russia beat the 
Czech Republic 4-1. 

Gregor Hofftnan and 
Samuel Guerra scored in 
the first period to give the 


Swiss a 2-0 lead. 

“We knew they were go¬ 
ing to work for 60 min¬ 
utes,” said Carbonneau. 

“That's the kind of team 
that they have.” 

Quinton Howden of Oak- 
bank, Man., cut the lead to 
2-1 midway through the 
second but Joel Vermin se¬ 
cured the victory with an 
empty-net goal with five 
seconds to go in the third. 

“ft took us a period to re¬ 
ally find our legs,” Carbon¬ 
neau said. “We played a lit¬ 
tle bit better at the end but 
I don't think it was the ef¬ 
fort that we wanted to 
have in the first game.” 

Winnipeg’s Calvin 
Pickard made 31 saves for 
Canada, the Canadian press 


For more Rainmen 
coverage on Twitter 
follow: 

(^metrorainmen 


SCOREBOARD 


PBL PLAYOFFS 


BEST-OF-THREE SEMIFINALS 

( 1 ) Lawton-Fort Sill vs. (4) HALIFAX 
THURSDAY 
Lawton-Fort Sill at Halifax, 7 p.m. 

SUNDAY 

HALIFAX at Lawton-Fort Sill, TBA 
TUESDAY 

x-HALlFAX at Lawton-Fort Sill, TBA 

(2) Rochester vs. (3) Puerto Rico 
TODAY 

Rochester at Puerto Rico, TBA 
SUNDAY 

Puerto Rico at Rochester, 3 p.m. 

MONDAY 

x-Puerto Rico at Rochester, 8 p.m. 

X— if necessary 



Guy 

Carbonneau 



Winning the lottery: Oilers 
nab first overall pick in draft 


NHL The Edmonton Oilers 
have gone from worst to 
first. 

Two days after finishing 
the regular season with the 
league’s worst record, the 
Oilers won yesterday’s an¬ 
nual draft lotteiy to secure 
the top pick in the June 
draft. It marks the fourth 
time in five years that the 
league’s worst team has 
ended up with the top pick. 

The Boston Bruins will 
draft second. Boston se¬ 
cured Toronto’s first-round 
pick in an off-season trade 
that sent forward Phil 
Kessel to the Maple Leafs. 

The rest of the draft order 
also remained the same. 
The Florida Panthers will se¬ 
lect third, followed by the 



NHL's Bill Daly announces the 
top pick in the 2010 NHL Entry 
Draft to the Edmonton Oilers. 


Columbus Blue Jackets and 
the New York Islanders. 

Tampa Bay, Carolina, At¬ 
lanta, Minnesota and the 
New York Rangers round 
out the top 10, followed by 
Dallas, Anaheim, Phoenix 
and St. Louis. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Duchesne could be backup for Flyers 


NHL The Philadelphia Fly¬ 
ers could turn to Halifax 
Mooseheads alumnus Jere¬ 
my Duchesne as their 
backup during the first 
round of the NHL playoffs. 

The Flyers made Duch¬ 
esne one of seven minor- 
league call-ups yesterday 
and there is a good chance 
the 23-year-old goaltender 
will serve as backup to Bri¬ 
an Boucher when the Fly¬ 
ers visit the New Jersey 
Devils for Game 1 of the 
best-of-seven series 

tonight. 

Johan Backlund, who is 


ahead of Duchesne on the 
Flyers’ goaltending depth 
chart, has a sore groin. Vet¬ 
eran Sebastien Caron, who 
signed near the end of the 
regular season, is not eligi¬ 
ble for playoff action. 

Duchesne made his NHL 
debut two weeks ago, ap¬ 
pearing in 16 minutes of 
third-period mop-up duty 
for Boucher. 

He spent most of the sea¬ 
son in the ECHL with the 
Kalamazoo Wings, posting 
a 3.20 goals-against average 
and a .904 save percentage 
in 24 starts. metro Halifax 
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Connolly says he's ready to play 

Centre Tim Connolly feels ready to play, and he's not the only injured Buffalo Sabres top-line forward getting healthy for the start of the playoffs. Barring any setback, there's 
a chance the Sabres will have forward Jochen Hecht in the lineup tomorrow when they open their first-round series hosting the Boston Bruins, the associated press 


Playoff P 


EDITOR; DON.MCHOULLlSMETRONEWS.CA 


Western series 

• San Jose (1st) versus 
Colorado (8th) 

Beating the Sharks will be 
a tall task for Colorado, 
which seemed to fade late 
in the season, and San 
Jose usually gets through 
one round before disaster 
hits. 

• Chicago (2nd) versus 
Nashville (7th) 

This could be the gifted 
young Blackhawks' year, 
but it starts 
against a 
tough 



goaltending, which makes 
it an intriguing matchup, 
although Antti Niemi got 
the job done adequately 
down the stretch. 

• Vancouver (3rd) versus 
Los Angeles (6th) 

Henrik Sedin was the story 
for the Canucks this year, 
taking the 



Henrik 

Sedin 


of the season with an in¬ 
jury. Now he'll have to 
lead the attack again 
against an L.A. club that is 
in the playoffs for the first 
time since 2002. 

• Phoenix (4th) versus 
Detroit (5th) 

The Coyotes are up against 
a formidable opponent in 
Detroit, 
which coast¬ 
ed through 
most of the 
season and 
caught fire 
at the end. 

Star 

defenceman 
Niklas Niklas 

Lidstrom has Lidstrom 
looked his 

old self of late, as have vet¬ 
eran scorers Henrik Zetter- 
berg and Pavel Datsyuk. 
And Jimmy Howard has 
provided solid goaltending 
for a team that has proba¬ 
bly far too much depth and 
playoff experience for the 
surprising Coyotes. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Torrey Mitchell of the San Jose Sharks is chased down by Detroit Red Wings Tomas Holmstrom and Kris Draper. The Sharks have beer 
one of the NHL's best regular-season teams over the past five years but have not made it past the second round of the playoffs. 

Sharks seek redemption 

San Jose looks to shed label of playoff underachievers 


From the moment they ar¬ 
rived in training camp to 
the final day of the regular 
season when they 
wrapped up the top seed 
in the Western 
Conference, one question 
has been hanging over the 
San Jose Sharks. 

Will this be the year the 
Sharks can finally shed 
their label of playoff under¬ 
achievers and taste some 
post-season success? 

It’s a question the Sharks 
have long grown tired of 
but one they know will 
keep coming until all the 
talent they have translates 
into a long post-season run. 

“It’s a new year. That’s all 
I have to say,” defenceman 
Dan Boyle said. “It’s a new 
year, new players, new 
team. It’s a new year, man. 
That’s it. You have to turn 
the page at some point. We 
have to win some games so 
these questions can stop.” 

The Sharks get their 
chance to do that starting 
tonight, when they host 
the eighth-seeded Colorado 


109 

San Jose has averaged about 
109 points per season the 
past five years — second 
best in the NHL — but hasn’t 
made it past the second 
round in that span. 


Avalanche in the opener of 
their first-round series. 

Hanging over them all se¬ 
ries will be last year’s first- 
round flop against Ana¬ 
heim, when the Sharks lost 
in six games despite having 
the best record in the NHL 
in the regular season. 

“We’re a different team,” 
coach Todd McLellan said. 
“We keep talking about last 
year. We keep going back 
to last year. I’ve been asked 
that question a hundred 
times. This is a different 
team. Half the faces in 
there weren’t involved in 
the playoffs last year with 
our club. The organization 
failed last year, the group 


3 San Jose’s loss in six 
games to Anaheim 
last year marked just 
the third time since 
the current playoff format 
was adopted before the 
1993-94 season that the 
team that won the 
Presidents’ Trophy failed to 
get out of the first round. 

of players who were here 
last year didn’t succeed. 
This is a different group. 
We’re moving forward. 
We’re not talking about 
last year.” 

McLellan’s message was 
echoed throughout the 
locker-room by his players, 
who stressed that all the 
changes the team made in 
the off-season should pro¬ 
vide a clean slate heading 
into this post-season. 

The splashiest move was 
the trade for high-scoring 
forward Dany Heatley, who 
delivered with 39 goals and 
helped form one of the 
league’s most dangerous 
lines with Joe Thornton 


and Patrick Marleau. 

But the additions of Scott 
Nichol, Manny Malhotra 
and Jed Ortmeyer helped 
improve the team’s gritti¬ 
ness and faceoff success. 
There was also a change of 
leadership with defence- 
man Rob Blake taking over 
the captain duties from 
Marleau. 

Marleau responded to 
the demotion with a career- 
high 44 goals, while Blake 
will bring a new leadership 
voice in the locker-room 
during this post-season 
run. 

“The franchise itself has¬ 
n’t done what it needed to 
do in the playoffs the past 
couple years,” said Blake, 
who won the Stanley Cup 
with Colorado in 2001. 

“This team, we don’t 
know. We wanted to get in 
this position, we wanted to 
be in the playoffs and set 
that record straight. This is 
a new team, a new adven¬ 
ture for us coming into the 
playoffs this year.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Elliott's lack of playoff experience doesn't worry Sens 


GOALIE Matt Cullen was with 
Carolina when a then-inex¬ 
perienced Cam Ward led 
the Hurricanes to the Stan¬ 
ley Cup, and sees no reason 
for the Senators to be con¬ 
cerned with going green in 
goal this spring. 

Ottawa is relying on net- 
minder Brian Elliott to 
backstop its chances for 
success when the Senators 
face the defending Stanley 
Cup champion Pittsburgh 
Penguins in the opening 
round of the playoffs. 

Game 1 of the best-of- 
seven Eastern Conference 
quarter-final goes tonight at 


Mellon Arena (CBC, 8 p.m. 
AT). 

Elliott may not have a 
minute of professional play¬ 
off experience to his credit, 
but the 25-year-old is un¬ 
proven only to those out¬ 
side of the Senators’ 
dressing room. 

“In that position 
especially, I 
think it’s a lit- ^ ^ 
tie bit of an ^ 
overrated 
thing,” 

Cullen said 
yesterday be¬ 
fore the Sena¬ 
tors left for, 


Pittsburgh. 

Cullen, who won a Stan¬ 
ley Cup with the Hurricanes 
in 2006, was dealt to Ottawa 
two months ago. 

“Goalies are goalies. 
Goalies are a different 
breed, right? If a 
goalie’s pla 5 dng well, 
he’s playing well,” he 
added. “Knowing Ells, 
he’s a hard-work- 
\ing guy, really 
^.dedicated. I’m 
SP not worried 
about him.” 


Brian Elliott 



Cullen was a key contrib¬ 
utor in the Hurricanes’ 
championship run four 
years ago, recording 18 
points in 25 post-season 
games. But it was Ward who 
emerged from a backup 
role that season to eventual¬ 
ly win the Conn Sm54:he 
Award as playoff MVP. 

Similarly, Elliott unseated 
Pascal Leclaire for the No. 1 
job in Ottawa this season. 
He now faces a tough task 
against 51-goal scorer Sid¬ 
ney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin 
and the rest of the Pen¬ 
guins’ potent offence. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Eastern series 

• Washington (1st) versus 
Montreal (8th) 

The Capitals bring the most 
intimidating attack in hock¬ 
ey, but there 
are question 
marks. Do 
they have | 
the goal¬ 



tending 
go far 
Jose 

Theodore or 
Semyon Var- Jose 
lamov (or Theodore 
Michal Neu- 

virth)? And can they play 
the defensively tight team 
game that usually produces 
Cup winners? 

New Jersey (2nd) versus 
Philadelphia (7th) 
Goaltending will be front 
and centre in this series be¬ 
cause New Jersey has it in 
spades and 



Martin 
Brodeur 

remains a 
force at 37, although it is 
hard to forget his Game 7 
meltdown in the opening 
round last year against Car¬ 
olina. 

•Buffalo ( 3 rd) versus Boston 
( 6 th) 

The terrific play of young 
goalie Tuukka Rask lets 
Boston comes at least close 
to matching Buffalo's 
biggest 
strength, 
star goalie 
Ryan Miller. 

The Sabres 
look to have 
rediscovered 
the fast- 
paced two- 
way game 
that made 
them a 

league power early in the 
decade. 

•Pittsburgh (4th) versus 
Ottawa (5th) 

The teams split their 
season series 2-2, each win¬ 
ning home and away once 
each. All the games were 
decided by three or more 
goals. Evgeni Malkin had 
five goals in four games 
against the Sens, while Sid¬ 
ney Crosby was held to 
three assists. This series 
could be decided in goal, 
where Marc-Andre Fleury 
gives Pittsburgh the edge 
over Brian Elliot. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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One more reason to visit Hawaii 

Hawaiian Airlines did the best job for fliers last year, closely followed by low-cost carrier AirTran, according to an annual 
study released Monday that rates the North America's 18 busiest airlines for the quality of their service, metro news services 
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Find the best of Nova Scotia 


Bradt’s Nova Scotia guidebook tells visitors where to eat the best smoked fish, 
find the most stunning beaches and pick the plumpest wild blueberries. 

Delving deeper than any other guide, it reveals the best of the province both 
on and off the beaten track ($14-95.) metro news services 


Coconut coast finally catching up 

Punta Cana undergoing major modernization, while working to maintain its natural beauty 





Courtesy ofCoridor Airliries 


CELIA PEDROSO 

Metro World News 


The magnificent stretch of 
coast in Punta Cana is sim¬ 
ply the dream beach come 
true: white soft sands, 
warm turquoise waters, 
coconut palm trees, one 
perfect beach after anoth¬ 
er for 50 kms. 

No wonder it’s a 
favourite of A-list celebri¬ 
ties like Beyonce, Cather¬ 
ine Zeta-Jones, Michael 
Douglas and Julio Iglesias. 

Its obvious natural beau¬ 
ty makes it all the more 
strange that tourism took 
so long to take off here. 

But they are catching up 
with the rest of the 
Caribbean fast. 

With new hotels and re¬ 
sorts opening up justice is 
finally being made to this 
precious piece of land, also 
known as the coconut 
coast for pretty obvious 
reasons. 

But fear not — although 
resorts and hotels are here 
there is still space in abun¬ 
dance and your can always 
find your own beach sol¬ 
ace. 

As the captain of our 
snorkeling boat explained 
a coral reef means the wa¬ 
ters are 
safe 
and 


But 


Mali and friends from Condor want to send two 
lucky winners to Frankfurt, Germany this summer. 
Log in to www.FlyHalifax.com and click on 
the Wunderbar! contest button to enter for 
your chance to win a trip for two to Frankfurt. 






I Inside and out 




• Spanish is the official lan¬ 
guage in this side of the His¬ 
paniola island (Haiti is in the 
other half) where Domini¬ 
can Republic is, but English 
is spoken in the hotels and 
touristic areas. 

• With warm tropical 
weather all year long, the 
country has a lot of sun¬ 
shine hours. Don’t forget a 
high grade sunblock and 
sunglasses! 

• The beautiful Chavon Riv¬ 
er has been the set for such 
movies as Apocalypse Now 
and Jurassic Park. If you 
want to check it out there 
are day trips. 

tance from Punta Cana but 
the roads are not very good 
so take your time to drive. 

There you’ll really see 
the laid back Caribbean 
way of life and also get the 
chance to buy top quality 
cigars (Dominican Republi¬ 
can is the largest producer 
of cigars in the world ), ex¬ 
cellent coffee, art or rum. 
Take the local’s advice on 
what to buy. 


Make sure to leave the resort life and explore Punta Cana. 


Boating tours are available for low prices throughout most of 
Punta Cana. 


amazing snorkeling is only 
one the many activities ho¬ 
tels provide — scuba-div¬ 
ing, sailing, tennis, horse 
riding, cycling, golf, even 
Segway tours are all on of¬ 
fer. 

Away from the hotels ex¬ 
plore the Punta Cana Re¬ 
sort & Club and follow the 
trail that takes you in¬ 


to the fresh water lagoon 
(don’t be afraid and take a 
swim) and visit the Ecolog¬ 
ical Reserve — an impres¬ 
sive tropical sanctuaiy of 
wildlife and plants. 

And take a break from 
sunbathing by renting a 
car and visiting the neigh¬ 
boring Dominican villages. 
The locals are super friend¬ 
ly and you may end up hav¬ 
ing a merengue lesson. 

Higuey and the colourful 
El Cortecito are a short dis- 
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History getting an upgrade 

The historic Point Clark lighthouse on Lake Huron — a 150-year-old tower with a design rarely seen 
elsewhere in Canada — will receive repairs worth up to $ 495 , 000 , says Parks Canada, metro news services 





with the 


PAUL BALDWIN 

Metro World News 


Do mor^ 


The TD First Class® Visa Infinite* Card is the travel rewards card 
you'll find more rewarding. It lets you use your TD Points to pay 
for hotel reservations, resort vacations, car rentals, train tickets, 
cruises, even airport parking and taxes.^ In fact, any travel you 
charge to your card can be paid for with your TD Points. Simply 
put, it's the travel rewards card that gets you more. 


Schwimmer’s Chicago 

Chicagophile and former Friends star offers his Windy City tips 


The Windy City didn’t get its name from where you 
think. 


"There’s so much that’s 
special to me about this 
city, but most of all, its 
people. The friendliness, 
the welcome for everyone. 
Just grab some local food, 
listen to some local music, 
and suddenly... you’re a 
local,” says David Schwim- 
mer, the former Friends 
star. 

“I have a home here, I do 
theater here, and I got my 
start in show biz here.” 

He is now such a 
Chicagophile that one of 
the city’s premier attrac¬ 
tions, the John Hancock 
Observatory named him its 
celebrity guide. Here’s 
what he thought of some 
of the city’s attractions: 


LAKE MICHIGAN 

Even though it’s only the 
second largest of the Great 
Lakes, it’s still bigger than 
the states of Vermont and 
New Hampshire put to¬ 
gether. Unlike other big 
American cities, Chicago 
never put factories on its 
waterfront. 


THE WINDY CITY 

It has nothing to do with 
the wind. Chicago got that 
nickname during the time 
of the huge world’s fair. 
East Coast journalists 
wrote that those 
Chicagoans came from 
“the windy city” because 
they talked so much. 


MILLENNIUM PARK 

It’s full of amazing out¬ 
door sculptures. One of 
them has only been here 
since 2004, but it’s already 
become the sjmibol of 
Chicago. The 
title is 


Chicago has never put factories on its waterfront making for a clean, fresh swim. 


Cloud Gate but everybody 
calls it the silver bean. It’s 
only steps away from the 
main art museum, the Art 
Institute of Chicago. Huge. 
Wonderful collections. 

CUBS VS. WHITE SOX 

No visit to Chicago is 
complete without hearing 
about baseball — And ar¬ 
guing about it. 

Chicagoans are deeply di¬ 
vided between Cubs fans, 
and fans of the 
other local base¬ 
ball team. The 
Chicago White 
Sox. 


CHICAGO DEEP DISH 

This is the original kind. 
Invented by restauranteur 
Ike Sewell in 1943. He 
wanted to make pizza 
something that you’d eat 
with a knife and 
fork ... at a prop¬ 
er table. 

LAKE 
SHORE 
DRIVE 

Driving 

along gives daz¬ 
zling views of 
the water, 
and build¬ 
ings. The fan¬ 
ciest address 


IF YOU GO 

Hear David 
Schwimmer’s 
Chicago tips at 
the John 
Hancock 
Observatory. 


m town 


“Any Num 


her 


Lake 


Shore 


Drive.” 


WHERE TO STAY 

The best place to stay is 
the Essex Inn. 

Traditional-feel U.S. ho¬ 
tel with stunning views 
over the lake — watching 
the sunrise on the water is 


unmissable. 

Handy for all 
the city sights 
(and Buddy Guy’s 
Legends is al¬ 
most next 
door). Great 
pool with sun- j 
deck; good 
rooms and good' 
value. (essex- 
inn.com 


David Schwimmer is 


a guest guide at 
Chicago’s John 
Hancock 


Observatory. 


Resort vacations 


Cruises 


'To redeem TD Points for travel purchases charged to your Cord that ore not booked through the TD l//so Travel Rewards Centre (the "Centre"), Cardholder must contact the Centre after the travel purchase has been posted to the Account and within 90 days from the transaction date of the travel purchase. The required TD Poi 
to cover the entire amount of the travel purchase, the Account will only be credited by the value of the TD Points redeemed. Any amount of the travel purchase not covered by the TD Points redeemed will remain on the Account for payment. ^Applies to new TD First Class Travel Visa Infinite Accounts only. Bonus TD Points will 
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Flying into the Yukon 

The Yukon trumpeter swan festival is getting set to welcome their arrival. 
For festival details, visit environmentyukon.gov.yk.ca. metro news services 
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TD First Class Visa Card. 


Riding into history 


Apply today and get 

20,000 Bonus Points upon approval.^ 


Berlin Wall quickly becoming cyclist destination 


EUGENE HENDERSON 

Metro World News 


In the 20th century there 
were few more offensive 
symbols of man’s 
seemingly unquenchable 
need to spread hatred, di¬ 
vision, and suspicion than 
the Berlin Wall. 

Stark, grey, brutal — the 
wall was a concrete em¬ 
bodiment of 
the most 
stupid 


wall and takes the cyclist 
on a journey through 
thriving city, uplifting 
countryside and 

through history itself. 

Serious cyclists com¬ 
plete the Mauerweg in 
a day — but that is 
to miss its point. 

Starting at 
Potsdamer 
Platz, with 
its 


example of a siege mentali¬ 
ty in history. 

Which makes it all the 
more marvellous that it 
has been replaced by that 
most friendly of man-made 
constructs — the cycle 
path. 

And what a cycle path. 

The Mauerweg traces the 
160km foundations of the 


The Berlin Wall memorial. 


cutting edge skys crap¬ 
ing architecure the 
blue-print of a 
modern Euro-city, 
^ you follow the 
grey Mauerweg signs 
away from the hub¬ 
bub. 

The trail is divided 
into 14 sections be¬ 
tween seven and 21km 
long, and each on has its 
own feel and stoiy. 

Yes, you will pass the for¬ 
mer Gestapo Headquar¬ 
ters, or Bernauer Strasse, 
where an impotent wedge 
of wall still stands, the spot 
where protester Michael 
Gartens chlaeger was 
carved up by 120 Stasi bul¬ 
lets, the Ghenicker Briicke, 
where Cold War spies were 
exchanged, and Lake 
Wannsee where Third Re¬ 
ich henchmen would party 
while planning the Final 
Solution. 

The sense of history will 
stop you in your tracks. 

But so will the sense of 
the future, because here, 
in the ruins of the Wall 
21st century Berliners are 
now enjoying the simple 
pleasure of the city’s 
greenbelt. They walk dogs, 
they picnic, they roller¬ 
skate and the sheer nor¬ 
mality of it all somehow 
adds to its beauty. 


Center for the Study of 
Turkey in Essen, who has 
done extensive research on 
how the ethnic specialty 
conquered Germany's culi¬ 
nary mainstream. 

The secret behind the 
doner's success story is not 
only its satisfying grilled 
taste, Ulusoy said, but also 
the big portions and its af¬ 
fordability — a regular 
doner in a pita costs only 
between $3.30 to $6.70. 

Some 15,500 doner 
places in Germany sell 
about 400 tonnes of doner 
meat every day, according 
to ATDID, the Association 
of Turkish Doner Produc¬ 
ers in Europe. About 
60,000 workers produce, 
cut and process the hearty 
delicacy with annual sales 
of 2.5 billion euros. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Germany turns 
from bratwurst 
to the doner 


Berlin prices 


• For flights, prices, times 
and bookings see ridethe- 
berlinwall.com 

• Visit tripadvisor.com for 
an up to date list of non-cy¬ 
cling activities. 


Riding along the Berlin Wall you get a deeper sense of history. 


And onwards through 
Schoneweide to Schone- 
feld to Lichterfelde to 
Griebnitzsee and on to 
Staaken, Hennigsdorf, 
Nordbahnhof, each day 
will reward you with more 


than just a great cycle ride 
though some lovely coun¬ 
tryside — you’ll get a sense 
of being part of much big¬ 
ger and more significant. 
And not many bike rides 
can offer that. 


A traditional doner sandwich. 


FOOD Forget about 
bratwurst, currywurst and 
other kinds of sausages — 
doner kebab, or shawar- 
ma, has overtaken tradi¬ 
tional German fast food as 
the country’s favourite 
snack on the go. 

First brought to Berlin 
by Turkish immigrants in 
the 1970s, the grilled meat 
snack that comes tvrapped 
in a pita bread with shred¬ 
ded lettuce, tomatoes, 
onions and different dress¬ 
ings, is now being sold 
everywhere in Germany 
from the Baltic Sea to the 
Bavarian Alps. 

Students and late night 
revellers relish it as much 
as construction workers, 
children and foreign back¬ 
packers on a tight budget. 

“We assume that doner 
kebab is the Germans' 
favourite fast food by 
now,” said Yunus Ulusoy, 
an expert from 


Hotel vacations 


Jet Ski rentals 


Car rentals 


Flights 


Visit a TD Canada Trust branch 
1 - 866 - 389-5807 

www.tdcanadatrust.com/tdpoints 
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be awarded to the new Account upon approval. Offer may be changed, extended or withdrawn at any time without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer. ®Trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. 
































Apply for the TD First Class Wsa Card today and ge 

Q20,000 Bonus Point^ 

upon approval.^ 
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Outsiders allowed to climb Indian Himalayans 

Foreigners will be allowed to climb nearly lOO high-altitude Himalayan peaks for the first time on the Indian side of Kashmir, an official 
said last week. The move by the Indian government follows a significant decline in violence in the region, metro news services 



Abel Tasman National Park Kayak Tour 

The perfect way to explore the coastline of the 
renowned Abel Tasman National Park. 

Includes: accommodation, tour leader, some meals, local payment. 

$655 Oct30%010 


1589 Barrington Street 902 . 482.8006 
TheAdventureTravelCompany.com 


™=^^VENTURI 

^^TRAVEL 

^ 00„„MV 


niRAVELClJIS 

Double your pleasure. 

Buy a flight. Win a flight. 

Buy an Ai R Canada ^ flight to Europe at Travel CUTS 
this summer and you could win a flight down south this winter. 

Visit your local Travel CUTS or book online at travelcuts.com 
Dalhousie University SUB, Lower Level 902 . 494.2054 


Applies to flights from Canada to Europe purchased Apr 1 - May 30, 2010. Prize is flight from Canada to mainland US and the 
Caribbean. Not open to residents of Quebec. Full terms and conditions see www.travelcuts.com. 

ON-4499356/4499372 | BC-33127/34799/34798 | QC-7002238 | Canadian owned. <(> 


No yellow brick road needed 

Chinese tourist destination offers a refuge for little people 



Kunming is home to the only little person community on Earth. 


RICHARD MORIARTY 

Metro World News 


The long and the short of 
it is simple — this is the 
world's only Dwarf Empire 
and if you're over 1.5 me¬ 
ters you're not coming in. 

But this land of little 
people in Kunming, in the 
Chinese province of Yun¬ 
nan, where little people 
live in a sanctuary entirely 
separate from the average 
sized world has become an 
unlikely tourist attraction. 

Eveiyone at the settle¬ 
ment have their accommo¬ 
dation, healthcare and 
food taken care of in re¬ 
turn for performing musi¬ 
cals and shows for normal¬ 
sized visitors. 

Their community set on 
the Xishan mountain, in 
which they will allow you 
into their mushroom- 
roofed houses to make you 
cups of coffee and smoke 
shisha, is a trek up a 
windy, vertiginous road, 
but at the top the little 
people provide a giant wel¬ 
come. 

You can take in one of 


the spellbinding musicals 
in their ramshackle am¬ 
phitheatre, where per¬ 
formances include ballet, 
Shoalin martial arts, break¬ 
dancing, traditional folk 
Chinese songs and a ver¬ 
sion of U.S. pop act the 
Pussycat Dolls. 

The performances aren’t 
always note perfect, but 
the tiny showmen are hard 


to take your eyes off. 

On arrival you will be 
greeted by around 100 peo¬ 
ple in fancy dress —belly 
dancers, Roman centuri¬ 
ons, folk dancers, and 
dwarf men in top hats rush 
out to meet you through 
the mountain fog. 

The community was set 
up by average sized busi¬ 
nessman Cheng Mingjing, 


i Getting there 

I • Entry to the park costs 

I $10. 

• Bus rides to the dwarf em¬ 
pire (hosted on the same 
site as the butterfly park) 
can be caught from the 
town centre. 


a former electronics sales¬ 
man who spent millions 
on building a butterfly 
park as well as the settle¬ 
ment. 

The settlement is a 
haven for dwarves who 
have been abused in the 
wider world. 

It even has its own par¬ 
liament who settle domes¬ 
tic disputes and promote 
the regular activities out¬ 
side the park, and their 
own national anthem 
which is sung before each 
performance. 

No little person — re¬ 
gardless of musical talent 
— is turned away from the 
park, if they do not per¬ 
form they are given main¬ 
tenance catering, public re¬ 
lations or security roles. 


FLIGHT 




Cancun 

M95 


Orlando 

from *99 

+ taxes & fees $228 

Toronto 

one-way from *99 

+ taxes & fees $57 

Montreal 

one-way from ^ 1 09 

+ taxes & fees $60 

Fort Lauderdale 

from *129 

+ taxes & fees $230 

Jamaica 

from *175 

+ taxes & fees $268 

Vancouver 

one-way from^*2 19 

St Petersburg 

from^*249 

New York 

from *359 

+ taxes & fees $ 115 

Los Angeles 

from *369 

+ taxes & fees $117 

London 

from *399 

+ taxes & fees $395 

Paris 

from *659 

+ taxes & fees $332 

Rio de Janeiro 

from *799 

+ taxes & fees $214 


Bangkok 



fromM099 


Vacations 


Orlando Family Special 
Air + 7 Nights 

JSI99 

+ taxes & fees $228 

INCLUDES free transportation to Walt Disney World 
Resort, Universal Studios Orlando and SeaWorld. 

California Coast Air + Car from *549 

+ taxes & fees $114 

INCLUDES air into Los Angeles, return from San 
Francisco and 7-day car rental with unlimited mileage. 

Miami South Beach 
Air + 3 Nights 


from *599 

+ taxes & fees $129 
INCLUDES breakfast. ADD Key West day trip from $99. 


866 485 7093 



FIFA World Cup 
Packages on Sale Now 

Watch your favourite team play live this 
summer in South Africa! Includes roundtrip 
air, transfers, accom and match tickets. 

Call now for customized packages. 


All-inclusive Vacations 


Punta Cana 

7 Nights 4-Star 

$497 


from *699 

H taxes &fees $113 


New York Air + 3 Nights 

INCLUDES Manhattan accom. 


Europe Vacations 


Brussels Air + l Nights 

A967 

+ taxes & fees $389 

INCLUDES central accom and breakfast. 

Northern Europe 

Air + Rail Pass from *899 

+ taxes & fees $398 

INCLUDES air into Frankfurt, return from Amsterdam 
and 5-day flexible Eurail Benelux & Germany pass. 

ADD Orange Bike tour in Amsterdam from $33. 


Santo Domingo 

7 Nights 4-Star 

from *405 

+ taxes & fees $322 

Puerto Plata 7 Nights 4-Star 

from *476 

+ taxes & fees $320 

Cayo Coco 7 Nights 4-Star 

from *497 

+ taxes & fees $204 

Santa Clara 7 Nights 4-Star 

from *538 

+ taxes & fees $538 

Mayan Riviera 

7 Nights 4.5-Star 

from *696 

+ taxes & fees $271 


Jamaica 7 Nights 5-Star from 


Cruise Vacations 


Western Caribbean 

4-Night Cruise 

«.s259 

+ taxes & fees $81 

CRUISE roundtrip Miami and visit Key West 
& Cozumel. 


Alaska 7-Night Cruise from *449* 

+ taxes & fees $103'' 

CRUISE from Seward/Anchorage to Vancouver and 
visit College Fjord (cruising). Glacier Bay (cruising), 

■' an & sail t ' ' - 


Haines, Juneau, Ketchikan h 


il the Inside Pass: 


Eastern Caribbean 

7-Night Cruise 


from *449* 


CRUISE roundtrip Miami and visit San Juan, 

St Thomas & St Maarten. 

Mediterranean 7-Night Cruise from *659 

+ taxes & fees $106 

E roundtrip Barcelona and visit Naples, 
:chia/Rome, Livorno/Florence, Villefranche/ 
d Toulon/Provence. 


Hawai'i 15-Night Cruise from* I 

+ taxes & Tee; 

CRUISE from Vancouver to San Diego and visit 
The Big Island (Hilo and Kona), Maui, Oahu 
(Honolulu) & Kauai. 




flightcentre.ca 


“sefecto 




Visit us in store. 
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Strike at uMontreal ends 

Universite de Montreal lecturers voted Sunday to accept a contract offer and end a labour dispute that began in mid-February. 
uMontreal says students enrolled in classes taught by lecturers may see their winter term extended, metro news services 

15 

Workology 

Best place to work? 

Environics Communications has earned the No. 1 
ranking on the list of Canada’s 75 Best Workplaces. 

Generated by the Great Place to Work Institute using 
a unique employee survey approach. For more infor¬ 
mation check out environicspr.com and 
greatplacetowork.ca. metro news services 


EDITOR: DOUGLAS.DUNLOP^METRONEWS.CA 

How (and how not) to speak 

Finer points of public speaking are important in all walks of life, says expert 


KEITH CARMAN 

for Metro Canada 


In socio-political terms, 
the first quarter of 2010 
has proven crucial in 
learning what not to do. 

Amusingly, most of 
those lessons have come 
from figures we’ve been 
urged to shape our lives af¬ 
ter. Many felt unconvinced 
during golf pro Tiger 
Woods’ public apology for 
scandalous behaviour. He 
appeared awkwardly indif¬ 
ferent while reading what 
was meant to be sincere 
atonement. 

Similarly, Russian Prime 
Minister Vladimir Putin 
disgraced himself during 
the recent Olympics or¬ 
deal when American fig¬ 
ure skater Evan Lysacek 
was forced to defend his 
gold medal win against an 
insulting, emotionally 
charged and impulsive at¬ 
tack. 

Odd that individuals 
graced with the finer as¬ 
pects of keeping up ap¬ 
pearances should tarnish 
themselves so heavily. Yet 
as Peter Handal, CEO of 
performance-based work¬ 
force development organi¬ 
zation Dale Carnegie 
Training reveals, even the 
most cultivated of us can 
slip, especially when 
speaking in public. 

“It’s very common for 
individuals not used to 
speaking in front of an au¬ 


Workologyin brief 


UOTTAWA PRESIDENT 
RESPONDS TO NEWSPAPER’S 
COVERAGE Tasked with looking 
for ways to reduce spending and 
increase revenue at the Universi¬ 
ty of Ottawa, a steering commit¬ 
tee comprising financial experts 
and university board of governor 
members observes that uOttawa 
“faces significant deficits, its 
much-vaunted new focus on re¬ 
search is not financially sustain¬ 
able and its students are seriously 
dissatisfied with what the univer¬ 
sity offers," reported the Ottawa 
Citizen Sunday. In response what 
he calls an "erroneous portrait” in 
the Citizen story, uOttawa presi¬ 
dent Allan Rock writes that the 
institution remains “in a very 
strong financial position as a re¬ 
sult of a history of fiscal 
prudence." metro news services 



tradecentrelimited.com 


When it comes to public speaking, the best thing to do is own the topic, know your subject, and talk to — not at — your audience. 


the audience feels they 
are trying to be convinced 
of something, they will be 
less receptive to what you 
have to say.” Peter Handal 


dience to read and rely up¬ 
on notes to quell nerves 
and eliminate awkward si¬ 
lences but it is essential 
for this to be kept at a 
minimum if the speaker 
wants to be perceived as 


sincere,” he notes. 
“(Woods’) speech itself was 
well-written and included 
all the hallmarks of a 
heartfelt, appropriate 
apology but its deliveiy be¬ 
fore a contrived audience 


left something to be de¬ 
sired.” 

In that respect, Handal 
looks to Lysacek as the 
epitome of proper public 
speaking. He got his point 
across by not relying too 
heavily upon printed ma¬ 
terials, being himself, in¬ 
cluding the audience in 
the conversation while 
keeping it brief, utilizing 
strong eye contact and in¬ 
jecting his speech with en¬ 
thusiasm. He also stresses 
that the overall modus 
should be to own the top¬ 
ic; know the subject of the 
presentation well enough 


to feel comfortable dis¬ 
cussing it. 

Thankfully, such funda¬ 


mentals apply to all as¬ 
pects of public speaking 
be it in the classroom, 
lunchroom or boardroom 
and with any audience 
from one to one thousand. 
Furthermore, despite age, 
gender or background, in¬ 
tent remains constant: To 
speak with people as op¬ 
posed to at them via sin¬ 
cerity, pacing, enthusiasm 
and securing their desire 
to feel important. 

“If the audience feels 
they are tr 5 dng to be con¬ 
vinced of something, they 
will immediately go on the 
defensive and be less re¬ 
ceptive to what you have 
to say,” Handal closes. 
“Talk in terms of (their) in¬ 
terests and use their 
names often. One Dale 
Carnegie Training princi¬ 
ple states, ‘to them, a per¬ 
son’s name is the sweetest 
and most important sound 
in any language.’ Using it 
often will keep them en¬ 
gaged.” 


Chain of Lakes Trail Association & HRM Staff invite you to 
Community Open House & Information Session 


Thursday, April 15,2010 • 2-4pm & 6-9pm 
St. James Church Hall, 2668 Joseph Howe Drive 

A 15 minute presentation about the Chain of Lakes 
Trail will take place during these sessions at 2:30 pm 
and again at 6:30 pm. 

The SNC Lavalin Presentation on the Chester Spur 
Functional Plan will take place from 7-8 pm. 

The Chain of Lakes Trail Association (COLTA) will 
be accepting memberships at the open house. For a 
$10 fee you can join the association and become part 
of this exciting project. 


For additional information 
please visit the website at 

www.halifax.ca/trails or 
contact Regional Trails 
Coordinator Paul Euloth: 

• eulothp@halifax.ca 
•902 490 4415 

Ktl>10.NAL ML > IL IILiU 1V 


Now Hiring... 

PASTRY COMMIS 


The World Trade & Convention Centre (WTCC), a division 
of Trade Centre Limited, and Atlantic Canada’s premier 
venue for meeting and convention services is currently 
recruiting for a Pastry Commis. This position offers an 
opportunity to work with some of the most experienced 
and innovative Chefs in the metro area. 

Working with our team of culinary experts, the main 
responsibility of this position is to assist with all pastry 
production for food service events within WTCC. The 
ideal candidate possess a diploma or certificate from 
a recognized baking or cooking program, previous 
related experience and a strong knowledge of weighing 
and measuring ingredients. Depending on the level of 
business, shifts will vary from mornings to late evenings. 
The successful applicant must be a team player with a 
passion for continuing to grow their skills. 

We offer the opportunity to work within a Pastry 
Department that has a creative environment, large 
volume production of high-end product and the proper 
resources and tools to get your job done efficiently and 
effectively. 


If this position interests you, please send your 
resume and cover letter by April 23, 2010. 

As part of our commitment to the environ¬ 
ment, we strongly prefer that you e-mail 
your application toJobs@tclns.com or 
apply online. 






























metro 


metronews.ca 


Wednesday, April 14,2010 


16 


Charging for masses 

China is building an electric station capable of charging 45 cars at a time as part of a program to promote the development 
of alternative vehicles. It is being build in Linyi City in east China's Shandong Province, metro news services 


Metro Drive 


That’s a steel 




A new line of automotive-themed hand¬ 
bags from designer Janet Louise is now 
available in Canada. The bags incorporate 
automotive steel and are inspired by the 
diesel performance shop run by Louise's 
husband. metro news services 


EDITOR: KUMAR SAHA, KUMAR.SAHA^METRONEWS.CA 


Mustang 
powers up 



JUSTIN PRITCHARD 

for Metro Canada 


Ford’s engineers have been 
working overtime on the 
2011 Mustang’s powertrain 
and chassis — and their ef¬ 
forts have now catapulted 
the American bestseller in¬ 
to a whole new world of 
performance. 

For the first time ever, 
that world of performance 
starts with the V6-powered 
model. The aging four-litre 
powerplant has been given 
the boot in place of a 
lighter and considerably 
more powerful 3.7 litre 
unit. 

With a four-cam, four- 


2011 Ford Mustang 


Type: Sports car 
Price: Not available 
Engine: 3-7L V6/4.6L V8 
HP: 305/412 


Highlights 

• Impressive power from 
V6 engine 

• New technologies and 
upgrades inside and outside 

valve architecture and a 
busload of engineering 
tweaks, the Mustang’s new 
entiy-engine generates 305 
horsepower of the ffee- 
breathing, high-rewing va¬ 
riety. 


Despite the generous 
performance. Ford’s engi¬ 
neers gush proudly that 
the new mill is the first V6 
to generate 305 horsepow¬ 
er while turning in 35 
mpg. That’s about 6.7L / 
lOOkm for us Canadians. 
Regular fuel, too. 

A slick new system called 
Twin Independent Variable 
Cam Timing (Ti-VCT) is re¬ 
sponsible for the remark¬ 
able combination of thrust 
and thrift. By continually al¬ 
tering cam timing and en¬ 


gine breathing, power is 
dosed out on an as-request¬ 
ed basis. The new V6 
musters enough sauce to 
keep pace with the outgo¬ 
ing 4.6-litre V8, though effi¬ 
ciency is maximized when 
drivers are gentle. 

Super-clean emissions 
and highway mileage un¬ 
der 8L / 100km are assured. 
In fact. Ford’s new four-cam 
five-litre is about as respon¬ 
sible as a rip-snorting 412- 
horsepower, 7,000 rpm V8 
engine gets. 


Snorting? Oh yeah. 

Ford engineers realize 
that a big part of the Mus¬ 
tang’s driving experience 
is its sound, and their ef¬ 
forts to make that sound 
fantastic won’t disappoint. 

The V6 is no slouch ei¬ 
ther. Towards the top of the 
tachometer, it makes a 
reedy, diy and semi-exotic 
howl that calls cars like the 
Nissan 350Z and recently- 
resurrected Camaro RS to 
mind. 

Though most of the new- 


for-2011 action happens 
under Mustang’s hood, re¬ 
visions reach far beyond 
simple powertrain up¬ 
grades. Barely an inch of 
the car, which was re¬ 
designed just a year ago, 
has been left unchanged. 
New technologies and ma¬ 
terials are applied to the 
interior, the body has been 
upgraded discreetly for 
aerodynamics, and the sus¬ 
pension benefits from nu¬ 
merous advancements for 
sharper, tauter handling. 




★★★★★ 

HIGHEST POSSIBLE 
U.S. GOVERNMENT CRASH 
SAFETY RATINGV 


LTZ Model Shown** 


THE 2010 CHEVROLET MALIBU 

• EXCEPTIONAL FUEL EFFICIENCY: 6.5 L/100 HIGHWAY KM AND A DRIVING RANGE OF UP 
TO 900 HIGHWAY KILOMETRES^ 

• OUTSTANDING SAFETY: 5-5TAR SAFETY RATING^, ONSTAR® WITH AUTOMATIC CRASH 
RESPONSE, STOLEN VEHICLE ASSISTANCE & REMOTE DOOR UNLOCK AND AN IIHS TOP 
SAFETY PICKtt 

• GREAT FEATURES: 170 HP 2.4L ECOTEC® ENGINE, 17 INCH WHEELS, 6-SPEAKER PREMIUM 
SOUND SYSTEM, AIR CONDITIONING, POWER WINDOWS, DOORS AND MIRRORS AND 
STABILITRAK® ELECTRONIC STABILITY CONTROL SYSTEM 

• A CONSUMERS DIGEST BESTBUY^ 

PLUS NOW GET 

A $750 GOODWRENCH MAINTENANCE CARD 

USE ON MAINTENANCE AND SERVICE 




Canada 


THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 

S YPADC • POWERTRAIN COMPONENT 
.-J ■rjn',;>7* *-R0A0SI0EASSISTANCE 

l60,000KM*c 


VISIT YOUR LOCAL MARITIME 
CHEVROLET DEALER OR SEE THE 
FULL LINE-UP AT 


PURCHASE PRICE 

521,099 

(Freight not included) 



Offer includes $ 1,000 Loyalty Bonus 
available to current GM owners.YY 


WITH 



t PURCHASE 
FINANCING 

up to 48 months 




MARITIMECHEVROLET.CA 






























27 MPG and 10.3L/100km (HWY)' 
20 MPG and 14.4Lyi00km (CITY) 


39 MPG and 7.3L/100km (HWY)’ 
30 MPG and 9.5L/100km (CITY) 


SuperCab Sport 
Model Shown 


2010 F-150 REGULAR CAB 4x2 


2010 RANGER 


INCLUDES $2,500 IN PRICE ADJUSTMENTS. 


INCLUDES $6,600 IN PRICE ADJUSTMENTS. 


PER MONTH FOR 
48 MONTHS WITH 
,$3,400 DOWN, . 

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 


^ OFFER EXCLUDES FREIGHT. 


CUSTOMIZE YOUR TRUCK WITH 


!1000 + ! 8.000 


IN PRICE ADJUSTMENTS 

ON SELECTED 2010 FORD TRUCKS 


WORTH OF NO-EXTRA-CHARGE 
GENUINE FORD ACCESSORIES 

ON ALL 2010 F150, SUPER DUTY, RANGER AND SPORT TRAC 


CHOOSE FROM 
OVER 150 
ACCESSORIES 


atlanticford.ca 
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GM's smart safety 

General Motors will add brake override to all of its vehicles, with the global rollout expected to be completed by the end of 2012. The "enhanced smart 
pedal" technology reduces power to the engine when the brake and accelerator pedal are depressed at the same time, canadiandriver.com 


Balanced 

Equinox 


JUSTIN PRITCHARD 

for Metro Canada 


MODEL: 2005 to 2009 

Chevrolet Equinox 

VEHICLE TYPE: SUV 
APPROXIMATE USED PRICE 
RANGE: $8,000 to $16,000 

HISTORY/DESCRIPTION: In 

2005, Chevrolet launched 
the Equinox SUV into 
what would quick¬ 
ly become a a 
crowded mar¬ 
ketplace full of 
capable, all-sea- I 
son family 


haulers. It re- 
placed the long- 
lived Blazer with a 
more comfortable, ef¬ 
ficient and car-like ma¬ 
chine. 

Those shopping for a 
used Equinox will find LS 
and LT trim levels, repre¬ 
senting the basic and 
more fully-loaded models, 
respectively. Higher-end 


models got fog-lamps, al¬ 
loy wheels, a power dri¬ 
ver’s seat, tinted glass and 
more. Air conditioning 
was standard on all mod¬ 
els, and ABS brakes, trac¬ 
tion control and All 
Wheel Drive (AWD) could 
be optionally specified. 

All models also got V6 
power, flexible seating 
and relatively generous 
_ interior proportions. 

WHAT OWNERS 
LIKE: According 
to Equinox driv- 
I ers, AWD mod¬ 
els deliver ad¬ 


mirable per- 
formance and 
traction in the 
snow. The Equinox’s 
audio system, interior ver¬ 
satility and ride comfort 
are also highly rated by 
owners. 

WHAT OWNERS HATE: 

Common complaints cen¬ 
tre around the Equinox’s 


large turning circle, some 
cheap interior trim and a 
noisy engine. Some driv¬ 
ers also complain of high- 
er-than-expected fuel con¬ 
sumption, thanks in part 
to the lack of an available 
four-cylinder engine. 

COMMON ISSUES: Nearly 
every Equinox in the used 
market had GM’s 3.4 litre, 
185-horsepower V6 under 
the hood. In past applica¬ 
tions, this so-called 
“3400’’engine was known 
for a nasty gasket and 
coolant problem. 

Put simply, an overly 
corrosive engine coolant 
could dissolve engine gas¬ 


kets and cause a slew of 
expensive problems that 
could lead to engine fail¬ 
ure. This problem seems 
to have been remedied by 
time the 3400 engine 
made its way under the 
Equinox’s hood, though 
shoppers are advised to 
remain cautious and have 
any used candidate in¬ 
spected for this issue by a 
certified CM mechanic. 

Shoppers wishing to 
play it safe can also opt 
for a 2007 or later Equi¬ 
nox with some portion of 
the 160,000 kilometre 
powertrain warranty re¬ 
maining, or a 2008 or lat¬ 
er model with the option¬ 


al 3.6 litre V6. 

On a test drive, kill the 
stereo and be sure to 
drive slowly in a tight cir¬ 
cle, over some potholes, 
and through a parking lot 
with speedbumps. In each 
of the above situations, 
note any clunking, pop¬ 
ping, grinding or clicking 
noises that could be a sign 
of trouble. 

Clicking or rubbing ap¬ 
parent from the rear of 
the vehicle could indicate 
a differential problem, 
too. 

Those test-driving an 
AWD model are encour¬ 
aged to check for unwel¬ 
comed noises when the 


system engages to power 
the rear wheels. This hap¬ 
pens automatically when 
wheelspin is detected, so 
drivers will need to stab 
the throttle on some sand 
or ice where appropriate 
to get the tires slipping. 
Groaning or grinding 
noises in the process may 
indicate a potentially ex¬ 
pensive problem. 

THE VERDICT: Used Equi¬ 
nox shoppers will likely 
find the model comfort¬ 
able, attractively priced, 
and roomy — especially 
compared to some of the 
smaller, pricier competi¬ 
tion from Japan. 


Second 
Gear 



A 2008 

Chevrolet Equinox 



THE 


WORKS 

Fuel Economy Package^ 


Package Includes: 

'Z Motorcraft® premium oil and filter* 
z Rotate and inspect all four tires** 

Z Inspect brake system+ 

Z Check belts and hoses 
Z Battery test and report on findings 

Z Up to 87-point inspection and report 
on findings 

Z SPECIAL OFFER: No-extra-charge change¬ 
over of winter tires and wheels with the 



purchase of The Works package.** 


$ 


54 


99 


WORKS UPGRADE 

Add an alignment check for only $ 24 . 99 * 

Proper tire alignment is critical to ensure longevity of tire life 

Oil and Filter change 99 * 

starts at only 


GENUINE 

I PARTS Sl service 




We only trust our Ford to our 
local Ford-Certified Technician.^^ 


MOTORCRAFT® 



BRAKE PADS 
& SHOES 


Never buy another set of 
Motorcraft® brake pads 
or shoes with our lifetime 
warranty!^ 

Service Includes: 

Z Replacement of front or rear brake pads 
or shoes++ 

Z Service of calipers, mounts and sliders 
Z Inspection of rotors and hydraulic system 
Z Add brake fluid as required 

Z Ford Protection Plan* that offers replacement 
coverage on brake pads and shoes for as long 
as you own your vehicle, even if they wear out 
due to normal use. 

FOR ONLY I 


When it comes to your Ford, don’t take chances. 

Trust the experts who know your Ford best. Genuine Ford-Certified Technicians. 


PREMIUM 

TIRES 


We will not be 
undersold!^ 


Put the spring back into 
your car’s step with a new 
set of premium tires. 

Z Brand-name tires including Goodyear, 
Michelin, Bridgestone, Pirelli, BF Goodrich, 
Firestone, Dunlop, Uniroyal, Gontinental, 
Hankook and General Tire 

Z Additional manufacturer mail-in rebates may 
be available on selected tires. See ford.ca for 
details. 

Service Includes: 

Z Installation and balancing of tires 

Get there 


Goodyear Integrity P185/65R14 


$ 


FROM ONLY 


89 


99 


VISIT FORD.CA FOR ADDITIONAL OFFERS AND 
A LIST |\ OF PARTICIPATING DEALERS. 
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Respect for mechanics 



ally end in tears? 

What is it about the na¬ 
ture of getting cars fixed 
that seems to generate acri¬ 
mony? 

There is one obvious rea¬ 
son: How would you rather 
spend $2,300? On a leaking 
and overheated transmis¬ 
sion, or on a family trip to 
Disney? Okay, some of you 
might opt for the transmis¬ 
sion, but you get my point. 

Other reasons for dys¬ 
functional customer-me¬ 
chanic relationships usually 
centre on mistrust and com¬ 
petency. 

You, or your uncle, once 
got charged $437 for a re¬ 
placement foogleboomer, 
and it never fixed an 5 d:hing. 


because that car never ever 
had a foogleboomer. 

But today we’re going ex¬ 
amine a less-discussed irri¬ 
tant in the relationship — 
the customer. 

I once worked for a spell 
behind the service counter 
at a busy GM dealership. My 
colleagues and I dealt with a 
lot of upset customers, be¬ 
cause, well, this was the ear¬ 
ly 1980s, when GM was 
transitioning from big cars 
to smaller, front-drive cars, 
and this didn’t always go 
well. 

Some customers commis¬ 
erated with our mutual 
plight, and were patient 
and polite. 

Others were scaiy. The 
language! Our young 
cashier found it particularly 
hard to take; at least once a 
week she would have to re¬ 
tire to the bathroom for a 
good ciy. 

Here is a partial list of 
other questionable cus¬ 
tomer behaviour we experi¬ 
enced: 

Demanding warranty cov¬ 
erage, even though the ve¬ 
hicle was years out of war¬ 
ranty and used regularly to 
tow circus animals; 

Accusing us of a “make 


work” project if we even 
suggested something like 
replacing a 21-year-old drive 
belt; 

Letting their unsupervised 
children make forts out of 
empty oil barrels. Leaving 
us to empty the trunk of 
dead cats (or what looked 
like dead cats) before we 
could get in there to change 
a turn signal bulb. 

I’ve sat in on lots of train¬ 
ing seminars for mechanics 
and service advisors, and 
many had lots to say about 
difficult customers ... How 
to manage their sky-high 
expectations... How to pre¬ 
vent them from damaging 
the morale of hard work¬ 
ing, talented, and honest 
workers... How to get them 
interacting more effectively 
with service staff. 

On the latter point, one 
trainer advised to tell cus¬ 
tomers to show up for serv¬ 
ice appointments with a ve¬ 
hicle that was “ready for 
service,” which basically 
meant: clean inside and out; 
nothing in the trunk and 
cargo area; gas in the tank. 

Michael Goetz has been writing about cars and 

editing automotive publications for over 20 
years. He lives in Toronto with his family and a 
neglected 1967 Jaguar E-type. 
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1 Crowe gets recognized 

k Russell Crowe has been given a star on Hollywood's Walk of Fame. The Oscar-winning actor — who has previously refused 
offers to have the prestigious honour — was accompanied by wife Danielle Spencer and their two sons, femalefirst.co.uk 
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Bret to the ER 

Apprentice star Bret Michaels, 
the 47-year-old former Poison 
frontman, had to be rushed to 
the hospital early Monday 
morning for an emergency ap¬ 
pendectomy. POPEATER.COM 


EDITOR: DEAN.LISK^METRONEWS.CA 


Morgan keeps it lively 



When Tracy Morgan 
signed up for Twitter last 
October, the online world 
went wild. But after about 
a month of regular 
updates in his signature 
scatterbrained style, the 30 
Rock star went quiet. 
There's a reason for that, 
he tells Metro. 

“I’ve always been a pri¬ 
vate person. I’m from the 
hood. You got to under¬ 
stand, I’m from a different 
generation. I don’t even 
know how to use a com¬ 
puter, man,” he says. “But 
if I started using Twitter, 
it’d be X-rated. T’m going 
up for the upstroke now, 
coming down on the down- 
stroke.’” 

Aside from wor¬ 
ries about adult- j 
oriented con- ^ 
tent, Morgan 
also stays off i 
the micro- | 
blogging site 
because he 
doesn’t want to 
waste good mate¬ 
rial. 

“If they’re getting every¬ 
thing right there on Twit¬ 
ter, they’re not going to 


Tracy Morgan and Chris Rock star in Death at a Funeral which opens this Friday. 


come see me do stand-up,” 
he says. “I like to store in- 
formation and put it 
on stage.” 
k Morgan says 
^ he still does 
stand-up 
every week¬ 
end, even 
with the pro¬ 
duction 
schedule for 
his award-win¬ 
ning sitcom 30 
Rock and promotional du¬ 
ties for film’s like Cop Out 
and this week’s Death at a 


Oeathata 


Funeral. He’s gearing up 
for a two-to-three month 
stand-up tour before 30 
Rock begins filming its 
fifth season, and he insists 
his increased success has¬ 
n’t slowed him down any. 
“I’m still out there getting 
girls pregnant,” he says. 

But first he has to pro¬ 
mote Death at a Funeral, 
his new ensemble comedy 
that puts him alongside 
Chris Rock and Martin 
Lawrence, something Mor¬ 
gan doesn’t take for grant¬ 
ed. 


“Chris Rock and Martin 
Lawrence are my heroes. 
Those guys put me to work 
when I first started as a 
kid,” he says. “They al¬ 
lowed me to stand on their 
shoulders.” 

And he’s doing his best 
to keep things lively dur¬ 
ing the exhausting publici¬ 
ty tour for the film. 

“Yesterday during the 
press junket, I pulled out 
my jockstrap,” he says mat- 
ter-of-factly. “Because I 
wear jock straps. I don’t 
wear boxers,” he explains. 


NED EHRBAR 

Metro World News 



VENOEtMKL 


iWlN 

A PAIR OF ADVANCE SCREENING 
PASSES TO SEE BSP 


MnrPlani 




Visit clubmetro.com and 

enter for your chance to WIN! 

To register and for full contest details visit clubmetro.com 


iWlN 

A PASS FOR TWO TO SEE AN ADVANCE 
SCREENING OF FURRY VENGEANCE! 

ONE LUCKY WINNER WILL ALSO TAKE HOME A 
HONDA EUIOOOIC PORTABLE POWER GENERATOR! 


Visit clubmetro.com and 

enter for your chance to WIN! 

To register and for full contest details visit clubmetro.com 


Ugly Betty bids 
TV screens adios 


During its four-year run, 
ABCs Ugly Betty 
skewered the New York 
fashion world, nabbing 
celebrity cameos from the 
likes of Lindsay Lohan, 
Shakira and Isaac Mizrahi. 

It turned America Fer- 
rera, who played the 
plucky but style-chal¬ 
lenged Betty Suarez, into 
a household name. And it 
landed a prestigious 
Peabody Award. 

As the credits roll on 
the wacky dramedy’s last 
episode April 14, Latino, 
gay rights groups and fans 
are lamenting more than 
the loss of Betty’s cringe- 
inducing outfits and the 
melodrama of the Meade 
family — owners of the 
show’s fictional fashion 
magazine Mode. The hour- 
long show was also among 
the rare network pro¬ 
grams to tackle such con¬ 
troversial issues as gay 
teens, body image and ille¬ 
gal immigration. 

The show contrasted 
Betty’s career at ^ 
Mode with her 
working class 
Mexican immi¬ 
grant family, 
including her j 
widower fa- I 
ther Ignacio, ' 
her impulsive 
older sister Hil¬ 
da and her the¬ 
atre-loving, fashion 
expert nephew Justin, 
who came out as gay in 
this last season. 

“Having this family at 
the centre of the show 
made it normal to watch a 
Latino family in a non¬ 
stereotypical way,” Fer- 
rera said in an email to 
The Associated Press. 

Lisa Navarrete, a vice- 
president for the National 
Council of La Raza, said 
the show’s absence will 
leave a void. 

“You don’t have a lot of 
Latino-themed shows on 
TV, so when we lose ‘Ugly 
Betty,’ we will have a ma¬ 
jor loss,” she said. 

The brainchild of pro¬ 
ducer Silvio Horta and ac¬ 
tress and producer Salma 
Hayek, Ugly Betty was 
based on a Colombian te¬ 
lenovela that became so 
popular it was copied in 
Mexico, Germany and 
elsewhere. 

The English version also 
proved a global hit. More 
than 10,000 Facebook fans 


The series 
finale of Ugly 
Betty airs 
tonight 




Ferrera stays busy 

• Ugly Betty will soon be 
over for its star, America 
Ferrera but she's got a new 
project in the works from 
behind the scenes. Ferrera 
will serve as executive pro¬ 
ducer of Pedro & Maria, a 
multicultural, interactive te¬ 
lenovela in development for 
MTV television and various 
web platforms. Pedro & 
Maria is billed as a bilin¬ 
gual, modern-day version 
of Romeo & Juliet that will 
give its audience the ability 
to vote on the direction the 
characters and story lines 
take. 


from as far as England, 
the Philippines and 
Bangladesh have begged 
ABC not to cancel the 
show since it announced 
this season would be its 
last, following a decline in 
the show’s ratings an 
ever-changing schedule. 

_ Shortly after the 
height of the im¬ 
migration de¬ 
bate, the 
show fol- 
i lowed Betty’s 
I father as he 
' confessed to 
his American- 
born children 
that he had 
been living in the 
U.S. illegally. 

Even with comedic 
turns, “the plot line illus¬ 
trated the complexity of 
the lives of many undocu¬ 
mented immigrants who 
are otherwise integrated 
into American life,” 
Navarrete said. “You have 
a lot of families like Ugly 
Betty where you have U.S. 
born children whose par¬ 
ents have undocumented 
status.” 

More groundbreaking 
was the show’s handling 
of its gay and transgender 
characters, said Jarett Bar¬ 
rios, president of the Gay 
& Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation. 

Although initially 

played for laughs. Ugly 
Betty provided a sympa¬ 
thetic portrait of Meade 
scion Alex who trans¬ 
forms into the stunning 
Alexis. And it followed the 
bumpy love life of Mode’s 
gay fashion assistant Marc 
St. James. 
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A drug tale for Douglas heir 



It was the summer of 2009 
and Cameron Douglas was 
strung out on heroin — 
again. 

Holed up in a trendy 
Manhattan hotel, the way¬ 
ward heir to Hollj^ood 
royalty — son of Michael, 
grandson of Kirk — was 
shooting up sometimes six 
times a day. 

His own stabs at stardom 
had mostly gone nowhere. 
But notoriety found him 
when federal agents 
showed up at his hotel 
door to cast him in an un¬ 
wanted role: methamphet- 
amine trafficker. 

The 31-year-old’s real-life 
drug drama in a Manhat¬ 
tan court has since laid 
bare the details of his 
downward spiral — which 
friends blame on a toxic 
mix of privilege, neglect 
and a family legacy of sub¬ 
stance abuse — and his 
loved ones’ deep despair 
over it. 

“I must admit that my 
immediate reaction when I 
learned of my son’s crime 
was one of guilt,” his 
mother Diandra wrote in 
one of several letters from 
supporters asking a federal 
judge for leniency at a sen¬ 
tencing scheduled for to¬ 
day. 


hate to say it, but 
he needs to be 
rebuilt.” 

Robert B. Miiiman 
a psychiatrist who has 
treated Cameron 
Douglas 

The Drug Enforcement 
Administration declines to 
discuss the investigation. 
But court proceedings, in¬ 
cluding Douglas’ guilty 
plea, and documents indi¬ 
cate he has given informa¬ 
tion in hopes of being 
spared a minimum sen¬ 
tence of 10 years in prison. 

Douglas grew up “in the 
shadow of mjdhic fore¬ 


bears,” wrote Nancy Her- 
sch Ingram, Diandra’s god¬ 
mother. “He was a veiy 
sweet and shy boy ... That 
he somehow needed to be 
‘somebody’ was evident, 
but who should he be?” 

Douglas’ lawyers have 
argued that he deserves 
three and a half years in 
prison at most, and he, 
too, is looking forward to 
redeeming himself and 
leading a sober life once 
he’s out. 

But a psychiatrist who 
has treated Douglas, 
Robert B. Millman, testi¬ 
fied that his road to recov- 
eiy will be rocky. 

“I hate to say it, but he 
needs to be rebuilt,” he 
said. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Tango with the taxman 

While Pamela Anderson tangos on Dancing with the Stars, California officials say she has failed to pay $493,000 US in 
personal income tax. Anderson is on the annual list of delinquent taxpayers, popeater.com reports, metro news services 


Celebrity Buzz 




The single mom blues 


All the things money can buy 


Stop hurting his feelings 


STICKS AND STONES WON’T 
BREAK HIS BONES BUT WORDS 
WILL. THAT’S HOW IT GOES,, 
RIGHT? Ryan Phillippe^ 
has had enough of peo-/ 
pie criticizing himj 
over his divorce fron 
Reese Witherspoon! 
and his recent split^ 
from Abbie Cornish. { 

“I’ve been dumped'" ' 
on in the press for rela-| 
tionship stuff since/ 
Reese and I di-^ 
vorced,” he tells ^ 

Howard 


serve it. Things happen! 
How many people have 
^ou broken up 
with over your 
,life?” 

And after his 
,relationship 
ith Cornish, 
Phillippe says 
.e’s making 
^some changes: “I 
have a new rule: 
hot to date any¬ 
one who has a publi- 
^cist.” he says. 

‘Who announces 
breakup? I don’t 
understand that! 
There’s no need 
for that.” 

METRO WORLD 
NEWS 


Lightening lit up her love 


AVRiL WHO? It looks like 
Avril Lavigne and Brody 
Jenner are betting their ru¬ 
moured romance will 
last, as the pair re¬ 
portedly got 
matching light¬ 
ning bolt tattoos 
together while in 
Las Vegas, ac¬ 
cording to Gate¬ 
crasher. 

“They showed up 
to the opening of 
Mario Barth 
King Ink 
and re¬ 
quested 
the 
same 
tats,” a 


source says. 

“They were really excit¬ 
ed about it. They held 
hands openly and were 
kissing in a corner. 
Brody didn’t leave 
Avril’s side all 
night.” 

Jenner also re¬ 
cently introduced 
_ Lavigne to his mom, 
sources say, and Lav- 
igne’s ex-husband, 
Deiyck Whibley, 
reportedly ap¬ 
proves of 
the pair¬ 
ing. 

METRO 
WORLD 
NEWS 


SUCK IT UP, WOMAN! IT’S NOT 
LIKE YOU’RE WORKING THE 
CHECKOUT LINE AND LIVING 
OFF FOOD COUPONS Re¬ 
sponding to her ex-hus¬ 
band’s accusations that 
she’s an absentee parent, 
Kate Gosselin says she has 
no choice but to work, 
which takes her away from 
her eight kids — but that 
she tries to make eveiy 
moment with them count 
that much more, peo- 
ple.com reports. 

“I’ve got to work harder 
now than ever because I 
am a single mom,” the for¬ 
mer Jon & Kate Plus 8 star, 
35, said Tuesday on NBC’s 
Today show. 

“In my heart I’m always 
in my kitchen, baking and 
cooking for my kids, and 
I’ll always be there. It’s a 
struggle to be here (in New 
York), to be anj^here. The 
emotion that you see is be¬ 
cause I would rather be at 
home with them.” 


TOO BAD CLASS ISN’T ONE OF 
THEM Steven Seagal’s assis¬ 
tant is suing the former 
action star for sexual ha¬ 
rassment, illegal traf¬ 
ficking of females for 
sex, failure to prevent 
sexual harassment, re¬ 
taliation, wrongful ter¬ 
mination and 
representa¬ 
tion 


about emplojmient, ac¬ 
cording to court 
papers obtained 
by Radar Online. 
Kayden 

Nguyen claims 
Mr. Seagal treat¬ 
ed her as his per¬ 
sonal sex toy 
while in Louisiana 
working on 
his reali¬ 


ty series, Steven Seagal: 
Lawman, in which he 
works for a local sheriff’s 
office. 

“Mr. Seagal has been 
keeping two young female 
Russian ‘attendants’ on 
staff who were available 
for his sexual needs 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week,” the suit also alleges. 

METRO WORLD NEWS 


But that’s not always 
possible, she says. 

“I have to work. I have to 
provide for them. And it’s 
a struggle that eveiy work¬ 
ing mom, especially single 
moms, go through, and 
I’m really feeling it now, 
and it’s really hard.” 

The best she can do, Gos¬ 
selin says, is carve out as 
much time with them as 
possible. She says she 
leaves Los Angeles, where 
Dancing with 
the Stars is 
filmed, 
every week 
to spend 
time in 
Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

“If I had 
24 hours a 
day seven 
days a 
week 
with 


eight kids, it wouldn’t be 
enough time in my book,” 
she says. 

“So, to minus out the 
working days is really 
hard. But I make the most 
of every minute I have 
with them ... when I’m 
home, we make those little 
spots of time really big in 
our memories.” 

Jon and Kate Gosselin 
are due in court in Penn¬ 
sylvania on May 25 for a 
hearing on his motion for 
full custody of their 
eight children, the 
Associated Press re¬ 
ports. 

Jon Gosselin’s 
new lawyer also 
says his client 
does not earn 
enough to war¬ 
rant the current 
$21,700 monthly 
child support 
award. 
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Special OfFer: 
24x24 Garage $12,990 


We build your dreams! 

We are Nova Scotia’s garage builder and full 
service contractor, offering FREE site visits. 


I QUALITY & AFFORDABILITY 

482-4767 • 827-6936 • BestBuiltStructures.ca 


Can we start calling him Henry VIII? 



JUST NEVER 
GIVE THE 
MAN AN AXE 

A fifth 

woman 
has come 
forward 
claiming a 
sexual rela¬ 
tionship 
with 
Jesse 


James during his marriage 
to Sandra Bullock, accord¬ 
ing to Radar Online. 

The woman, Merilee 
Gerth, is a former em¬ 
ployee of James’ West 
Goast Ghoppers — a posi¬ 
tion that reportedly led to 
a big payoff when their 
tryst soured. 

“When Mer¬ 
ilee ended her 


relationship with Jesse in 
mid-2007, he fired her, so 
she hired Gloria Allred and 
sued him claiming sexual 
harassment,” a source 
says. 

“Merilee had irrefutable 
evidence of her affair with 
Jesse, so they ended up set¬ 
tling out of court.” 

METRO WORLD 
NEWS 


Baby-making ultimatum? 



GET A BABY INSIDE OF ME OR 
GET OUT! Renee 
Zellweger is re¬ 
portedly draw- / 
ing a line in the J 
sand with ( 

Bradley Goop- 
er, telling the 
Hangover star } 
that if he 
doesn’t 
want to 
have E 
baby, 
they’re 


through. 

“Renee knows her bio¬ 
logical clock is ticking and 
she’s desperate to settle 
down and have a family,” 
a source says, according 
to Hollyscoop. 

“She has told Bradley in 
no uncertain terms that if 
he doesn’t a^ee to 
raise a child 
with her, 
she 


no future for them 
as a couple. 
“Renee 
even pre¬ 
pared to 
adopt if she 
isn’t able to 
get pregnant.” 

METRO WORLD 
NEWS 


Follow these celebrities on Twitter... 

CelebTweets 


EMMA ROBERTS is 

sorry for what she 
said about Target, 

ELIZABETH TAYLOR is happily 
single, and CONAN O’BRIEN 

has a new job. 

QRobertsEmma Want to 
clear something up about a 
thought I shared in a fashion 
magazine about my desire 
to maybe design a clothing 
line. I did not mean for it to 
sound like I said Target is 
cheesy. I love Target and 
have been going there my 
whole life. 



ODameElizabeth The 
rumors regarding my 
engagement simply aren't 
true. Jason is my manager 
and dearest friend. I love 
him with all my heart. 


A hand from 
Down Under 



QConanOBrien The good 
news: I will be doing a show 
on TBS starting in 
November! The bad news: o 
I'll be play¬ 
ing Rudy 
on the 
all new 
Cosby 
Show. 

ER! 



THE (LOVE) WIZARD OF OZ? 

Jake Gyllenhaal has 
reportedly found help get¬ 
ting over Reese 
Witherspoon with 
Australian actress Isabel 
Lucas, according to the 
Toronto Sun. 

Sources spotted the pair 
on a romantic date in Mon¬ 
treal recently. 

When 
asked if 
they 
were 
seeing 
each oth¬ 
er, Gyllen¬ 
haal 
said, 

“It’s 
news 
to 
me, 
my 

friend. 

I don’t 
know 
what 
you’re 
talking 
about.” 
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STAY PREPARED WITH OUR MOMLE WOSITE. 

Vtet lh«w«oRMm*KM3ck.co(n on your moH*. 

entertainment 23 

For more delicious Metro recipes, visit: metronews.ca/food 

Take Five 



Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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ACROSS 


1 Toward the 
stem 
4 Cisterns 
8 Serenades the 
moon 

12 Cattle call? 

13 October birth- 
stone 

14 Hollywood 
dashers 

15 Hostel 

16 Complete 
18 Lieu 

20 Chest protec¬ 
tor? 

21 Nitwit 
24 Enticed 

28 Where sailors 
go 

32 Wild wind 

33 Blond shade 

34 Viewpoint 

36 Pen point 

37 KFC additive 
39 On “E” 

41 Commandeer 

43 Up to 

44 Surprise cries 
46 Church coun¬ 
cil 

50 “Speak up!” 


55 Lawyers’ org. 

56 Small 
songbird 

57 Franc replace¬ 
ment 

58 Old hand 

59 Odds’ mates 

60 Part of Miss 
Muffet’s meal 

61 Storm center 


DOWN 


1 Writer Kingsley 

2 Type choice 

3 Color quality 

4 Puts a hex on 

5 “Simpsons” 
storekeeper 

6 Tit for — 

7 Eventual sculp¬ 
ture? 

8 Nocturnal nip¬ 
per 

9 Past 

10 Thee 

11 Erstwhile flier 
17 Zero 

19 German com¬ 
poser Franz 

22 Norway’s capi¬ 
tal 

23 Lollapalooza 


25 Pealed 

26 Director Kazan 

27 Society 
newbies 

28 Hawaiian 
island 

29 Works with 

30 Via, briefly 

31 Con 

35 “War and 
Peace” author 
38 Cleveland 
NFLers 
40 Aviate 
42 — Beta Kappa 
45 Mulligan, for 
one 

47 Church 
section 

48 Do as 1 tell you 

49 Social engage¬ 
ment 

50 Have bills 

51 Coffee vessel 

52 Bill’s co-adven¬ 
turer 

53 “Wha’dja say?” 

54 Anger 


PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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French Onion 
Soup 

INGREDIENTS: 

6 cups thinly sliced onions 

1 tbsp sugar 

1/2 tsp pepper 

1/3 cup vegetable oil 

6 cups beef broth 

8 slices French bread, 

toasted 

1/2 cup shredded 
Parmesan or Swiss cheese 

METHOD: 

1. In Dutch oven, cook 
onions, sugar and pepper 
in oil over medium-low 
heat 20 minutes or until 
onions are caramelized, 
stirring frequently. Add 


broth; bring to boil. 

Reduce heat; cover and 
simmer 30 minutes. 

2. Ladle soup into 
ovenproof bowls. Top each 
with slice of French bread; 
sprinkle with cheese. Broil 
4-6 in. from heat until 
cheese is melted. Serve im¬ 
mediately. 

SERVES 8 



Horoscopes by Sally Brompton saUybrompton.com 


For Sally's expanded daily and weekend horoscopes, visit metronews.ca 


© 


ARIES 

MARCH 21 -APRIL 20 _ 

Make the most of the next 24 
hours. With the new moon 
working in your favor an54:hing 
you start is sure to be a success. 


LIBRA ^ 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 Vjf/ 

Cosmic activity in your oppo¬ 
site sign means that the best 
way to impress other people is 
to be nice to them. Is that so 
hard? 


© 


TAURUS 
APRIL 21 -MAY 21 

You like to know what makes 
people tick, but the important 
question now is what moti¬ 
vates you. Think about it - then 
make it happen. 

SCORPIO ^ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Scorpio is an ambitious sign 
and you are certainly not afraid 
of hard work, so roU up your 
sleeves and get started on a 
plan or project. 


GEMINI ^ 

MAY22-JUNE21 Vi*;/ 

Make an effort to listen to peo¬ 
ple today, even people who 
bore or annoy you. You may 
find that you have more in 
common than you think. 

SAGITTARIUS ^ 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

More than an54hing else it is 
your mind that creates your re- 
abty. Positive thoughts and 
feelings will inevitably lead to 
positive results. 


CANCER ^ 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

A new moon at the midheaven 
angle of your chart means you 
want to be pushed, you want to 
show what you can do. 

CAPRICORN ^ 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

Don’t try to make excuses or 
shift the blame. Be honest, 
both with yourself and with 
other people. It’s okay to make 
mistakes 


JULY23-AUG23 

You are in no mood to compro¬ 
mise and that’s good because 
the planets say there is no rea¬ 
son why you should. Go your 
own way, do your own thing. 

AQUARIUS ^ 

JAN 21-FEB 18 V^/ 

Today’s new moon falls in one 
of the most open and outgoing 
areas of your chart, so you’U 
want to go out and have a good 
time over the next 24 hours. 


VIRGO ^ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 Vl!£/ 

What you see today won’t nec¬ 
essarily be what you get. In 
fact, you should be on your 
guard as tricksters of one kind 
or another are on the prowl. 

PISCES ^ 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

The urge to spend your way out 
of your troubles is likely to be 
overwhelming, but you must 
resist. Luxuries are not the an¬ 
swer. 


This day in history 

1828: Noah Webster copyrights the first edition of his dictionary. 
1865: U.S. President Abraham Lincoln is shot in Ford's Theatre by 
John Wilkes Booth. 

1894: Thomas Edison demonstrates the Idnetoscope, a device for 
peep-show viewing using photographs that flip in sequence, a pre 
cursor to movies. 

1912: The British passenger liner RMS Titanic hits an iceberg in 
the North Atlantic at 11:40 p.m. The ship sinks the following 
morning with the loss of 1,517 Eves. 

1956: In Chicago, lU., videotape is first demonstrated. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


FLIGHT CENTRE*/ 


Orlando Family Special 
Air + 7 Nights 

.*199 

+ taxes & fees $228 

INCLUDES free transportation to Wc7/t Disney World Resort, 
Universal Studios Orlando and SeaWorld. 


866 967 5402 | flightcentre.ca 


Conditions apply. Ex: Halifax. OFamily price is per person, based on 2 adults and 2 children ages 2-17. Prices are 
subjea to availability at advertising deadline and are for se/ect departure dates. Prices are accurate at time of 
publication, errors and omissions excepted, but are subject to change. Taxes & fees include transportation related 
fees, HST and fuel supplements and are approximate and subject to change. 


THE GREATEST 
CLUB SINCE 
"SANDWICH" 


JOIN CLUB METRO TODAY! 

CLUBMETRO.COM 












































































































































































































E NTER TO war. 
C^YOUR SUMMER 

|E|L patio set 

M3F & BBQ ^ 


JUST ARRIVED! 
LIMITED 

^VAILABUTT^^IIg 


i STK#10GV3138 


• DVD Player 

• Full STOW 'N GO 

• Second Seat Power Windows 

• Leather Wrap Shift Knob 

• Leather Wrapped Steering 
Wheel with Audio Controls 

• Body ^lour^jterior Mirrors 


• Power Window Group 

• Power Driver Seat 

• Power Door Locks 

• Zone Climate Control 

• U-Connect Flands Free 
Communication 

• Sirius Satellite Radio 


eURRENTi 


INGUUBED 






BIWKY 




OAG 


f^aamMom 469-9050 

DDODGE.COM 


CIHRYSI_ER 


Jeep 

Tt9(ut, Scotia, to Save! 


’Iflchideg treigtv, iaxe« and leea. Pafymentt 84 moncitt at 2^%, 0 down, OAC 








































